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HOUSE BI LL 1910

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Boldt, Carrell, D ckerson, Tokuda and Cooke

Read first tinme 02/13/97. Referred to Commttee on Children & Fam |y
Ser vi ces.

AN ACT Relating to a crisis residential center; and anendi ng RCW
13. 32A. 030, 13.32A.042, 13.32A.044, and 13. 32A. 130.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW13.32A. 030 and 1996 ¢ 133 s 9 are each anended to read
as follows:

As used in this chapter the followng terns have the neanings
i ndi cated unl ess the context clearly requires otherw se:

(1) "Admnistrator” neans the individual who has the daily
admnistrative responsibility of acrisis residential center, or his or
her desi gnee.

(2) "At-risk youth" neans a juvenile:

(a) Who is absent from hone for at | east seventy-two consecutive
hours w t hout consent of his or her parent;

(b) Who is beyond the control of his or her parent such that the
chil d’ s behavi or endangers the health, safety, or welfare of the child
or any other person; or

(c) Who has a substance abuse problem for which there are no
pendi ng crimnal charges related to the substance abuse.
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(3) "¢Child,”™ "juvenile,”™ and "youth" nmean any unenmanci pated
i ndi vidual who is under the chronol ogi cal age of eighteen years.

(4) "Child in need of services" neans a juvenile:

(a) Who is beyond the control of his or her parent such that the
chil d’ s behavi or endangers the health, safety, or welfare of the child
or ot her person;

(b) Who has been reported to |law enforcenent as absent w thout
consent for at |east twenty-four consecutive hours fromthe parent’s
home, a crisis residential center, an out-of-honme placenent, or a
court-ordered placenent on two or nore separate occasions; and

(i) Has exhibited a serious substance abuse problem or

(i1) Has exhibited behaviors that create a serious risk of harmto
the health, safety, or welfare of the child or any other person; or

(c)(i) Wi is in need of necessary services, including food,
shelter, health care, clothing, educational, or services designed to
maintain or reunite the famly;

(i1) Who | acks access, or has declined, to utilize these services;
and

(1i1) Wose parents have evidenced continuing but unsuccessful
efforts to maintain the famly structure or are unable or unwilling to
continue efforts to maintain the famly structure.

(5) "Child in need of services petition" nmeans a petition filed in
juvenile <court by a parent, <child, or the departnent seeking
adj udi cati on of placenent of the child.

(6) "Crisis residential center"™ neans a secure oOr sem-secure
facility established pursuant to chapter 74.13 RCW

(7) "Custodi an" neans the person or entity who has the | egal right
to the custody of the child.

(8) "Departnment"” neans the departnment of social and health
servi ces.

(9) "Extended famly nmenber"” neans an adult who is a grandparent,
brot her, sister, stepbrother, stepsister, uncle, aunt, or first cousin
with whomthe child has a relationship and is confortable, and who is
willing and available to care for the child.

(10) "Guardi an" means that person or agency that (a) has been
appointed as the guardian of a child in a | egal proceeding other than
a proceedi ng under chapter 13.34 RCW and (b) has the right to | egal
custody of the child pursuant to such appointnent. The term"guardi an"
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does not include a "dependency guardi an" appointed pursuant to a
proceedi ng under chapter 13.34 RCW

(11) "Multidisciplinary team neans a group formed to provide
assi stance and support to a child who is an at-risk youth or a child in
need of services and his or her parent. The team shall include the
parent, a department case worker, a |ocal governnent representative
when aut hori zed by the | ocal governnent, and when appropriate, nenbers
fromthe nmental health and substance abuse disciplines. The team may
al so include, but is not [imted to, the foll owi ng persons: Educators,
| aw enforcenent personnel, probation officers, enployers, church
persons, tribal nenbers, therapists, nedical personnel, social service
provi ders, placenent providers, and extended famly nenbers. ((Fhe

(12) "Qut-of-honme placenent” neans a placenent in a foster famly
home or group care facility |licensed pursuant to chapter 74.15 RCW or
pl acenent in a home, other than that of the child s parent, guardian,
or legal custodian, not required to be l|licensed pursuant to chapter
74.15 RCW

(13) "Parent" nmeans the parent or parents who have the | egal right
to custody of the child. "Parent" includes custodian or guardi an.

(14) "Secure facility" neans a crisis residential center, or
portion thereof, that has | ocking doors, |ocking w ndows, or a secured
perineter, designed and operated to prevent a child from |eaving
W thout perm ssion of the facility staff.

(15) "Sem -secure facility" means any facility, including but not
l[imted to crisis residential centers or specialized foster famly
homes, operated in a manner to reasonably assure that youth placed
there will not run away. Pursuant to rules established by the
departnent, the facility adm ni strator shall establish reasonabl e hours
for residents to cone and go fromthe facility such that no residents
are free to cone and go at all hours of the day and night. To prevent
residents fromtaki ng unreasonabl e actions, the facility adm ni strator,
wher e appropriate, may condition aresident’s leaving the facility upon
the resident being acconpanied by the admnistrator or the
adm ni strator’s desi gnee and the resident may be required to notify the
adm nistrator or the adm nistrator’s designee of any intent to | eave,
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his or her intended destination, and the probable time of his or her
return to the center.

(16) "Tenporary out-of-honme placenent” neans an out-of-hone
pl acenrent of not nore than fourteen days ordered by the court at a
fact-finding hearing on a child in need of services petition.

Sec. 2. RCW 13.32A. 042 and 1995 ¢ 312 s 13 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) (a) The adm nistrator of a crisis residential center ((ray))
shall convene a nultidisciplinary team which is to be locally based
and adm ni stered, at the request of a child placed at the center or the
child s parent.

(b) If the adm nistrator has reasonable cause to believe that a
child is a child in need of services and the parent is unavail able or
unwi Il ling to continue efforts to maintain the famly structure, the
adm ni strator shall imediately convene a nultidisciplinary team

(c) A parent nmay disband a team twenty-four hours, excluding
weekends and hol i days, after receiving notice of formation of the team
under (b) of this subsection unless a petition has been filed under RCW
13.32A.140. |If a petition has been filed the parent may not di sband
the teamuntil the hearing is held under RCW13. 32A. 179. The court may
allowthe teamto continue if an out-of-hone placenent is ordered under
RCW 13. 32A. 179(3). Upon the filing of an at-risk youth or dependency
petition the team shall cease to exist, unless the parent requests
continuation of the team or unless the out-of-honme placenent was
ordered under RCW 13. 32A. 179(3).

(2) The secretary shall request participation of appropriate state
agencies to assist in the coordination and delivery of services through
the multidisciplinary teans. Those agencies that agree to participate
shall provide the secretary all information necessary to facilitate
formng a nultidisciplinary team and the secretary shall provide this
information to the adm nistrator of each crisis residential center.

(3) The secretary shall designate within each region a departnent
enpl oyee who shall have responsibility for coordination of the state
response to a request for creation of a nmultidisciplinary team The
secretary shall advise the adm nistrator of each crisis residential
center of the nanme of the appropriate enployee. Upon a request of the
admnistrator to form a nultidisciplinary team the enployee shal
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provide a list of the agencies that have agreed to participate in the
mul tidi sciplinary team

(4) The admnistrator shall also seek participation from
representatives of nental health and drug and alcohol treatnent
provi ders as appropri ate.

(5 A parent shall be advised of the request to form a
mul tidisciplinary team and may select additional nenbers of the
mul tidisciplinary team The parent or child may request any person or
persons to participate including, but not limted to, educators, |aw
enf orcement personnel, court personnel, famly therapists, |icensed
heal th care practitioners, social service providers, youth residenti al
pl acenment providers, other famly nenbers, church representatives, and
menbers of their own comunity. The adm nistrator shall assist in
obtai ning the pronpt participation of persons requested by the parent
or child.

(6) When an adm nistrator of a crisis residential center requests
the formation of a team the state agencies nust respond as soon as
possi ble. The teamshall have the authority to evaluate the juvenile,
and famly nenbers, if appropriate and agreed to by the parent, and
shal | :

(a) Wth parental input, develop a plan of appropriate avail able
services and assist the famly in obtaining those services;

(b) Make a referral to the designated chem cal dependency
specialist or the county designated nental health professional, if
appropri at e;

(c) Recommend no further intervention because the juvenile and his
or her famly have resol ved the problemcausing the famly conflict; or

(d) Wth the parent’s consent, wirk wth them to achieve
reconciliation of the child and famly.

Sec. 3. RCW 13.32A. 044 and 1995 c¢ 312 s 14 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The purpose of the nmultidisciplinary teamis to assist in a
coordinated referral of the famly to available social and health-
rel ated services.

(2) At the first neeting of the multidisciplinary team it shal
choose a nenber to coordinate the teanis efforts. The parent nenber of
the nmultidisciplinary team nust agree with the choice of coordinator
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The team shall neet or communicate as often as necessary to assist the
famly.

(3) The coordinator of the multidisciplinary team may assist in
filing a child in need of services petition when requested by the
parent or child or an at-risk youth petition when requested by the
parent. The multidisciplinary teamshall have no standing as a party
in any action under this title.

(4) If the admnistrator is unable to contact the child s parent,
the multidisciplinary team may be used for assistance. |If the parent
has not been contacted wthin five days the adm ni strator shall contact
t he departnent and request the case be reviewed for a dependency filing
under chapter 13.34 RCW

(5) The teamnenbers are vol unteers who do not receive conpensation
while acting in a capacity as a team nenber, unless the nenber’s
enpl oyer chooses to provide conpensation or the nenber is a state
enpl oyee. The teamnenbers will be rei nbursed for expenses as provi ded
in RCW43.03.060 and 43.03. 065.

Sec. 4. RCW13.32A. 130 and 1996 ¢ 133 s 8 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) A child admtted to a secure facility within a crisis
residential center shall remain in the facility for not nore than five
consecutive days, but for at least twenty-four hours after adm ssion.
If the child admtted under this sectionis transferred between centers
or between secure and sem -secure facilities, the aggregate |ength of
time spent in all such centers or facilities may not exceed five
consecutive days.

(2)(a)(i) The facility adm nistrator shall determ ne wthin twenty-
four hours after a child s adm ssion to a secure facility whether the
child is likely to remain in a sem-secure facility and nmay transfer
the child to a sem-secure facility or release the child to the
departnment. The determ nation shall be based on: (A) The need for
continued assessnent, protection, and treatnent of the child in a
secure facility; and (B) the likelihood the child would remain at a
sem -secure facility until his or her parents can take the child hone
or a petition can be filed under this title.

(1i) I'n making the determ nation the adm nistrator shall consider
the following information if known: (A) The child s age and maturity;
(B) the child s condition upon arrival at the center; (C the
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circunstances that led to the child s being taken to the center; (D)
whet her the child s behavi or endangers the health, safety, or welfare
of the child or any other person; (E) the child s history of running
away whi ch has endangered the health, safety, and welfare of the chil d;
and (F) the child s willingness to cooperate in the assessnent.

(b) If the adm nistrator of a secure facility determ nes the child
is unlikely to remain in a sem-secure facility, the adm nistrator
shall keep the child in the secure facility pursuant to this chapter
and in order to provide for space for the child may transfer another
child who has been in the facility for at |east seventy-two hours to a
sem -secure facility. The admnistrator shall only nake a transfer of
a child after determning that the child who nmay be transferred is
likely to remain at the sem -secure facility.

(c) A crisis residential center admnistrator is authorized to
transfer a child to a crisis residential center in the area where the
child s parents reside or where the child s lawully prescribed
resi dence is | ocated.

(d) An admnistrator may transfer a child from a sem-secure
facility to a secure facility whenever he or she reasonably believes
that the child is likely to |leave the sem -secure facility and not
return and after full consideration of all factors in (a)(i) and (ii)
of this subsection.

(3) If no parent is available or willing to renove the child during
the five-day period, the departnent shall consider the filing of a
petition under RCW 13. 32A. 140.

(4) The requirenments of this section shall not apply to a child who
is: (a) Returned to the honme of his or her parent; (b) placed in a
sem -secure facility within a crisis residential center pursuant to a
t enporary out-of - honme pl acenent order authorized under RCW13. 32A. 125;
(c) placed in an out-of-hone placenent; or (d) the subject of an at-
ri sk youth petition.

(5 Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (1) of this
section, the parents may renove the child at any tine during the five-
day period unless the staff of the crisis residential center has
reasonabl e cause to believe that the child is absent from the hone
because he or she is abused or neglected or if allegations of abuse or
negl ect have been made against the parents. The departnent or any
agency legally charged with the supervision of a child nay renove a
child froma crisis residential center at any tine after the first
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twenty-four-hour period after adm ssion has el apsed and only after ful
consideration by all parties of the factors in subsection (2)(a) of
this section.

(6) Crisis residential center staff shall make reasonable efforts
to protect the child and achieve a reconciliation of the famly. If a
reconciliation and voluntary return of the child has not been achieved
within forty-eight hours from the tine of intake, and if the

adm nistrator of the center does not consider it likely that
reconciliation will be achieved within the five-day period, then the
admnistrator shall inform the parent and child of: (a) The

availability of counseling services; (b) the right to file a child in
need of services petition for an out-of-honme placenent, the right of a
parent to file an at-risk youth petition, and the right of the parent
and child to obtain assistance in filing the petition; (c) theright to
request the facility admnistrator or his or her designee to form a
mul tidisciplinary team (d) the right to request a review of any out-
of - hone pl acenent; (e) the right to request a nental health or chem cal
dependency eval uati on by a county-desi gnated professional or a private
treatnment facility; and (f) the right to request treatnent in a program
to address the child s at-risk behavi or under RCW 13. 32A. 197.

(7) At no tine shall information regarding a parent’s or child s
rights be withheld. The departnment shall devel op and distribute to all
|aw enforcenent agencies and to each crisis residential center
admnistrator a witten statenent delineating the services and rights.
Every officer taking a child into custody shall provide the child and
his or her parent(s) or responsible adult wwth whomthe child is placed
with a copy of the statenent. In addition, the adm nistrator of the
facility or his or her designee shall provide every resident and parent
with a copy of the statenent at the tine of their first contact.

(8) Acrisisresidential center and its admnistrator or his or her
designee acting in good faith in carrying out the provisions of this
section are imune fromcrimnal or civil liability for such actions.

~-- END ---
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