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HOUSE BI LL 1894

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Bl al ock, Sterk, Constantine, Ogden, Cooper, Kenney,
Kei ser, Sullivan and O Brien

Read first tinme 02/12/97. Referred to Conmmttee on Transportation
Pol i cy & Budget.

AN ACT Rel ating to covering materials; amendi ng RCW46. 61. 655; and
prescribing penalties.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW46.61.655 and 1990 ¢ 250 s 56 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) No vehicle shall be driven or noved on any public highway
unl ess such vehicle is so constructed or |oaded as to prevent any of

its load from dropping, sifting, |eaking, or otherw se escaping
therefrom except that sand nay be dropped for the purpose of securing
traction. Any person operating a vehicle from which any glass or

obj ects have fallen or escaped, which would constitute an obstruction
or injure a vehicle or otherw se endanger travel wupon such public
hi ghway shal | i nredi ately cause t he public highway to be cl eaned of al
such gl ass or objects and shall pay any costs therefor.

(2) No person may operate on any public highway any vehicle with
any load unless the |load and such covering as required thereon by
subsection (3) of this section is securely fastened to prevent the
covering or |load from becom ng | oose, detached, or in any manner a
hazard to other users of the highway.
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(3) Any vehicle operating on a paved public highway with a | oad of
dirt, sand, or gravel susceptible to being dropped, spilled, |eaked, or
ot herwi se escaping therefrom shall be covered so as to prevent
spi |l | age. Covering of such loads is not required if six inches of
freeboard is maintained within the bed.

(4) Any vehicle with deposits of nmud, rocks, or other debris on the
vehicle’ s body, fenders, frame, undercarriage, wheels, or tires shal
be cl eaned of such material before the operation of the vehicle on a
paved public hi ghway.

(5) The state patrol may nmake necessary rules to carry into effect
the provisions of this section, applying such provisions to specific
conditions and | oads and prescribi ng neans, nethods, and practices to
ef fectuate such provi sions.

(6) Nothing in this section may be construed to prohibit a public
mai nt enance vehicle from dropping sand on a highway to enhance
traction, or sprinkling water or other substances to clean or nmaintain
a hi ghway.

(7) A violation of this section shall result in a fine of one
t housand dollars per violation.

~-- END ---
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