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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 1888

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Committee on Trade & Economc Developnent (originally
sponsored by Representatives Van Luven, Veloria, Dunn, MDonald,
Al exander, Ballasiotes, Sheldon, Morris, Mason, Kastama, Wnsnan,
Wl f e, Doum t, Hatfield, Thonpson, Butler, Chandler, Kessl er,
Di ckerson, Constantine, Ogden, Conway, Costa, Cole and O Brien)

Read first tinme 03/03/97.

AN ACT Relating to the executive-legislative task force on
international trade; creating newsections; and provi di ng an expiration
dat e.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that internationa
trade is vital to the econony of the state of Washington. The state of
Washington is the fifth |argest exporting state in the United States,
after California, Texas, New York, and M chi gan respectively.

The legislature further finds that this state’ s international
busi ness rel ati onshi ps are conprised of four interrel ated categori es:

Two-way and three-way trade, investnent, education, and tourism I n
1994, Washington’s two-way trade totaled $75.4 billion, with exports at
$32.3 billion of the total. In 1992, investors from twenty foreign

countries owned approximately two hundred seventy-five businesses in
the state of Washington, enploying an estimted twenty-five thousand

three hundred fifty-five persons state-w de. In 1994, approximtely
two mllion three hundred thousand international travelers visited the
state of Washington. It is nowestimted that one in five jobs in the

state of WAashington is related to international trade.
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The legislature further finds t hat i nt ernati onal trade
opportunities are substantial in both established markets |ike Japan,
Tai wan, Canada, Mexico, and the European Union, and new, grow ng
markets |ike China, Southeast Asia, South Africa, Spain, and the
Russi an Far East.

The |l egislature further finds that there is a need to evaluate the
state’s role in the pronotion of international trade. A uni que
partnershi p between the public and private sector can attract increased
i nternational trade opportunities and encourage i nvestnent in the state
of Washi ngt on.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 2. (1) There is created the executive-
| egi slative task force on international trade to consist of twenty-two
menbers.

(a) The task force shall consist of the follow ng nenbers:

(1) The governor, who shall serve as chair;

(1i) The chair of the commttee on trade and econom c devel opnent
of the house of representatives, who shall serve as vice chair;

(ti1) Two representatives from the house of representatives,
appoi nted by the speaker of the house, one fromeach political party;

(tv) Two representatives from the senate, appointed by the
presi dent of the senate, one fromeach political party;

(v) The secretary of state;

(vi) Four representatives of businesses involved in international
trade, one representative shall be froma business with less than fifty
enpl oyees, one representative shall be from businesses with |ess than
five hundred enployees, and two representatives shall be from
busi nesses with nore than five hundred enpl oyees;

(vii) Two representatives of organized |abor, one representative
each from manufacturing and maritine industries;

(viii) Two representatives of public ports, one representative
shall be froma port that is |ocated east of the crest of the Cascade
nount ai ns;

(1x) Two representatives of | ocal econom ¢ devel opnent
organi zati ons, one representative shall be froman organi zation that is
| ocat ed east of the crest of the Cascade nountains;

(x) Two representatives fromcities with a popul ation of at |east
one hundred seventy-five thousand and that have a public port; and

(xi) One representative at | arge.
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(b) The follow ng two nenbers shall serve as ex officio, nonvoting
menbers:

(1) The director of the departnment of comunity, trade, and
econom ¢ devel opnment; and

(i) The director of the Wshington state departnent of
agricul ture.

(2) The governor shall appoint all nonlegislative nenbers to the
executive-legislative task force on international trade. The
nonl egi sl ative nenbers of the executive-legislative task force on
international trade shall serve w thout conpensation, but shall be
reinbursed for travel expenses as provided in RCW 43.03.050 and
43. 03. 060. Legislative nenbers of the executive-legislative task force
on international trade shall be reinbursed for travel expenses as
provi ded in RCW 44.04. 120.

(3) The executive-legislative task force on international trade
shall neet regularly and may appoint technical advisory conmttees,
whi ch may include nenbers of the executive-legislative task force on
international trade, as needed to address specific i ssues and concerns.

(4) The departnent of community, trade, and econom c devel opnent,
in conjunction with the Washi ngton state departnent of agriculture and
the legislature, shall supply such information and assistance as is
deened necessary for the executive-legislative task force on
international trade to carry out its duties under section 3 of this
act .

(5) The office of the governor and the |egislature shall provide
admnistrative and clerical assistance to the executive-|egislative
task force on international trade.

NEW SECTI O\ Sec. 3. The executive-legislative task force on
i nternational trade shall

(1) Review existing state prograns and incentives designed to
encourage international trade and donestic trade opportunities;

(2) Review the existing state organizational structure for
international trade and trade-related functions;

(3) Review international trade pronotion prograns, organizational
structures, and efforts in selected states and countri es;

(4) Make recommendations on the state’'s international trade and
trade-rel ated functions including, but not limted to:

(a) The role of the state in pronoting international trade;
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(b) The appropriate organizational structure of the state's
international trade and trade-rel ated prograns and incentives;

(c) The role of governnent and the private sector in pronoting
i nternational trade;

(d) The role of the state’s foreign trade offices in international
trade;

(e) The role of the legislature in international trade;

(f) The need for a conprehensive and coordinated state
international trade policy; and

(g) Oher issues the task force deens appropriate; and

(5) Prepare and submit to the governor and the appropriate policy
commttees of the house of representatives and the senate, by January
30, 1998, areport detailingits findings and reconmendati ons regardi ng
speci fic prograns, organi zational, | egislative, and fundi ng i ssues, and
any other recommendations it deens appropriate.

NEW SECTI O\ Sec. 4. The executive-legislative task force on
international trade may receive gifts, grants, or endowents from
public and private sources that are nade fromtine to tinme, in trust or
ot herwi se, for the use and benefit of the purposes of the executive-
| egislative task force on international trade and spend gifts, grants,
or endowrents or incone fromthe public or private sources according to
their terns, unless the receipt of the gifts, grants, or endowrents
viol ates RCW 42.17. 710.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. This act expires March 1, 1998.

~-- END ---
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