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HOUSE BI LL 1875

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Skinner, Carlson, Radcliff, Cody, Mirray, Hatfield
and O Brien

Read first tinme 02/ 12/97. Referred to Commttee on Health Care.

AN ACT Rel ating to updating term nology in chapter 18.108 RCW and
amendi ng RCW 18. 108. 005, 18.108. 010, and 18. 108. 030.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW18.108.005 and 1987 ¢ 443 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

The legislature finds it necessary to license the practice of
massage and massage therapy in order to protect the public health and
safety. It is the legislature’ s intent that only individuals who neet
and mai ntain m ni num standards of conpetence and conduct may provide
services to the public. This chapter shall not be construed to require
or prohibit individual or group policies or contracts of an insurance
carrier, health care service contractor, or health naintenance
organi zation from providing benefits or coverage for services and

supplies provided by a person ((fregistered—or—certified)) |icensed

under this chapter

Sec. 2. RCW18.108.010 and 1991 ¢ 3 s 252 are each amended to read
as foll ows:
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In this chapter, unless the context otherwise requires, the
fol | om ng neani ngs shall apply:

(1) "Board" neans the Washi ngton state board of massage.

(2) "Massage" and "massage therapy" nmean a health care service
involving the external manipulation or pressure of soft tissue for
t herapeutic or educational purposes. Massage therapy may include((s
massage) ), but is not limted to, techniques such as ((#wetheds—of
effleurage,  petrissage, tapotenent,)) t appi ng, conpr essi ons,
((wibratioen,)) friction, ((nerve—stokes—and)) Swedi sh gymmastics or
nmovenents ( (etther—by—manval—reans—as—they—+elate—to—rassage)) .
glidi ng, kneadi ng, shaking, and facial or connective tissue stretching,
with or without the aids of superficial heat, cold, water, |ubricants,
or salts. Massage therapy does not include diagnosis or attenpts to
adjust or manipulate any articulations of the body or spine or
nmobi | i zati on of these articulations by the use of a thrusting force,_
nor does it include genital manipul ation.

(3) "Massage practitioner” neans an individual |icensed under this
chapter.

(4) "Secretary" nmeans the secretary of health or the secretary’s
desi gnee.

(5) Massage business neans the operation of a business where
massages are given

Sec. 3. RCW 18.108.030 and 1995 c 198 s 15 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) No person may practice or represent hinself or herself as a
massage practitioner without first applying for and receiving fromthe
departnent a |icense to practice.

(2) A person represents hinself or herself as a nmassage
practitioner when the person adopts or wuses any title or any
description of services that incorporates one or nore of the foll ow ng
ternms or designations: Massage, nmassage practitioner, massage
t herapi st, nmassage therapy, therapeutic nassage, nassage technician,
massage technol ogy, massagi st, masseur, masseuse, nyotherapist or
myot her apy, touch therapist, refl exol ogi st, acupressurist, body therapy
or body therapist, bodywork or bodyworker, or any derivation of
((these)) ternms that inplies a ((massage)) techni que or nethod.

~-- END ---
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