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HOUSE BI LL 1863

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Cooke, Dickerson, Boldt, MDonald, Hatfield,
Gonbosky, Wod, Regal a, Bl al ock, Conway, Costa, Pennington, Anderson,
Kessl er and Ogden

Read first tinme 02/11/97. Referred to Commttee on Children & Fam |y
Ser vi ces.

AN ACT Relating to child care; anending RCW 74.13.0903 and
74.25.040; creating a new section; providing an effective date; and
decl ari ng an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW74.13.0903 and 1993 ¢ 453 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

The office of child care policy is established to operate under the
authority of the departnment of social and health services. The duties
and responsi bilities of the office include, but are not limted to, the
following, within appropriated funds:

(1) Staff and assist the child care coordinating conmttee in the
i npl ementation of its duties under RCW 74. 13. 090;

(2) Work in conjunction with the state-w de child care resource and
referral network as well as | ocal governnents, nonprofit organizations,
busi nesses, and community child care advocates to create local child
care resource and referral organizations. These organi zations nmay
carry out needs assessnents, resource devel opnent, provider training,
techni cal assistance, and parent information and training;
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(3) Actively seek public and private noney for distribution as
grants to the state-wide child care resource and referral network and
to existing or potential local child care resource and referral
or gani zati ons;

(4) Adopt rules regarding the application for and distribution of
grants to local child care resource and referral organizations. The
rules shall, at a mnimum require an applicant to submt a plan for
achieving the foll ow ng objectives:

(a) Provide parents with informati on about child care resources,
i ncluding |ocation of services and subsi di es;

(b) Carry out <child care provider recruitnment and training
prograns, including training under RCW 74. 25. 040;

(c) Ofer support services, such as parent and provider sem nars,
toy-lending libraries, and substitute banks;

(d) Provide information for businesses regarding child care supply
and demand;

(e) Advocate for increased public and private sector resources
devoted to child care; ((and))

(f) Provide technical assistance to enployers regarding enpl oyee
child care services; and

(g) Serve recipients of tenporary assi stance for needy famlies and

working parents with incones at or below household incones of one

hundred seventy-five percent of the federal poverty line;

(5) Provide staff support and technical assistance to the state-
wide child care resource and referral network and local child care
resource and referral organizations;

(6) Maintain a state-wide child care licensing data bank and work
with departnent of social and health services licensors to provide
information to local child care resource and referral organi zations
about licensed child care providers in the state;

(7) Through the state-wi de child care resource and referral network
and | ocal resource and referral organi zations, conpil e data about | ocal
child care needs and availability for future planning and devel opnent;

(8) Coordinate with the state-wi de child care resource and referral
network and |ocal child care resource and referral organizations for
the provision of training and technical assistance to child care
provi ders; and

(9) Collect and assenble informati on regarding the availability of
i nsurance and of federal and other child care funding to assist state
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and | ocal agencies, businesses, and other child care providers in
offering child care services.

Sec. 2. RCW74.25.040 and 1994 ¢ 299 s 8 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Recipients of ((ard—teo—Ffamtes—with—dependent—echitdren))
tenporary assistance for needy famlies who are not participating in an
education or work training programmay volunteer to work in a |licensed
child care facility, or other willing volunteer work site. Licensed
child care facilities participating in this effort shall provide care
for the recipient’s children and provide for the devel opnent of
positive child care skills.

(2) The departnent shall train two hundred fifty recipients of
tenporary assistance for needy famlies to becone famly child care
providers or child care center teachers. The departnent shall offer
the training in rural and urban comunities. The departnent shall
adopt rules to inplenent the child care training program in this
section.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 3. This act is necessary for the imedi ate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnment and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
July 1, 1997.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 4. |If specific funding for the purposes of this
act, referencing this act by bill or chapter nunber, is not provided by
June 30, 1997, in the ommi bus appropriations act, this act is null and
voi d.

~-- END ---
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