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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 1863

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Commttee on Children & Fam |y Services (originally sponsored
by Representatives Cooke, Dickerson, Boldt, MDonald, Hatfield,
Gonbosky, Whod, Regal a, Bl al ock, Conway, Costa, Pennington, Anderson,
Kessl er and Ogden)

Read first tinme 03/03/97.

AN ACT Relating to child care; and addi ng new sections to chapter
74. 13 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 74.13 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The departnment shall contract for a study of famlies currently
on tenporary assistance for needy famlies and those wutilizing
transitional child care in order to neasure the inpact of welfare-to-
wor k prograns on child care demand. The conponents of the study shal
i nclude, but not be limted to:

(a) Ages of children needing care;

(b) CGeographic location of famly residence and work sites of those
on transitional child care;

(c) Presence of any disability or special care need of children of
famlies wthin this population, including older children wth
devel opnental disabilities; and

(d) Type of child care accessed.

(2) The departnent shall contract for a study of child care supply.
This study shall include, but not be limted to:
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(a) Actual and potential capacity of existing prograns by age of
chil d; hours of operation; days of the week; part-tinme/full-time slots;
proximty to schools and public transportation; and

(b) Training and education attained by the child care providers.

(3) Based upon the child care demand and supply studi es conducted
under this section, the departnment shall develop a plan for targeted
recruitnment of new licensed child care providers and expansion of
exi sting child care prograns where appropriate.

NEW SECTION.. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 74.13 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The departnment may support ongoing child care consunmer education
activities so that parents will be better able to nake i nforned choi ces
about appropriate care. The consuner education activities shal
include, but not be limted to, outreach to churches, synagogues,
nonprofit service providers, businesses, |abor organizations, |oca
governnments, and other conmunity organizations.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 74.13 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Existing conmunity-based, nonprofit child care resource and
referral prograns shall support famlies noving fromwelfare to work
Wi th appropriate child care assistance.

(2) Inorder to provide all famlies in Washi ngton state with equal
access to child care informati on, the departnent shall w thin existing
funds, support nonprofit child care resource and referral services
across the state.

(3) The departnment may support a program of enhanced child care
resource and referral in order to provide nore in-depth client-centered
assistance to recipients who have children under six years of age and
are unable to find appropriate, affordable, available child care
t hrough conventi onal neans.

~-- END ---
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