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HOUSE BI LL 1860

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Cooke, Dickerson, Boldt, MDonal d, Regala, Costa,
Mason, Anderson, Kessler and Ogden

Read first tinme 02/11/97. Referred to Commttee on Children & Fam |y
Ser vi ces.

AN ACT Rel ating to adoption; amendi ng RCW 26. 33. 350; addi ng a new
section to chapter 26.33 RCW creating a new section; and decl aring an
emer gency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that sone adoptive
parents are not provided critical information needed to make an
informed decision before receiving a child for adoption. The
| egislature further finds that all individuals and organizations
involved in placing children for adoption, including the departnent of
social and health services, have a legal and noral obligation to
provide all available information to prospective adoptive parents
before the physical placenent of children for adoption.

Sec. 2. RCW26.33.350 and 1994 ¢ 170 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Every person, firm society, association, corporation, or state
agency receiving, securing a hone for, or otherw se caring for a m nor
child shall transmt to the prospective adopting parent prior to
physi cal placenent and shall make avail able to all persons with whoma

p. 1 HB 1860



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

N NNNMNNNMNNMNNNNRRRPRERERERERERPREPR PR
© 0N O UM WNIEFO®O©OONOOOMWNDNIERO

30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38

child has been placed by adoption a conpl ete nedical report containing
all known and avail able information concerning the nmental, physical,
and sensory handi caps of the child. For the purposes of this section,
a person is a "prospective adopting parent” when he or she initially
communicates an interest in adopting a child to the individuals,
organi zati ons, and agencies specified in this section.

(2) The report shall not reveal the identity of the birth parent of
the child except as authorized under this chapter but shall include any
known or available nental or physical health history of the birth
parent that needs to be known by the adoptive parent to facilitate
proper health care for the child or that will assist the adoptive
parent in maxi mzing the devel opnental potential of the child.

(3) Where known or available, the information provided shall
i ncl ude:

(a) Areviewof the birth famly's and the child s previous nedi cal
hi story, including the child s x-rays, exam nations, hospitalizations,
and i nmuni zati ons. After July 1, 1992, nedical histories shall be
given on a standardi zed reporting form devel oped by the departnent;

(b) A physical exam of the child by a licensed physician with
appropriate |l aboratory tests and x-rays;

(c) Areferral to a specialist if indicated; and

(d) A witten copy of the evaluation with recommendations to the
adoptive famly receiving the report.

(4) Entities and persons obligated to provide information under
this section shall nake reasonable efforts to locate records and
information concerning the child s nental, physical, and sensory

handi caps. The entities or persons providing the information have no
duty, beyond providing the information, to explain or interpret the
records or information regarding the child s present or future health.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 26.33 RCW
to read as foll ows:

Any person, agency, organization, or public agency that places a
child for foster or adoptive placenent and fails to use reasonabl e care
to obtain and di sclose the conplete nedi cal and psychol ogi cal history
of the child and the biological parents as required by RCW 26. 33. 350
and 26.33.385 is |liable to the foster or adoptive parents for damages,

i ncluding the cost of caring for the child and for enotional distress.
The amount of damages shall not be limted by the fact that the child
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reaches the age of mmjority if the adoptive child renains dependent
upon the parents by reason of his or her nedical or psychol ogica
handi caps.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 4. This act is necessary for the imedi ate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnment and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
i mredi atel y.

~-- END ---
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