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HOUSE BI LL 1844

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Smith, Koster, L. Thomas, Tal cott, Sunp, D. Schm dt,
Bush, Lanbert, Wnsman, M elke, Thonpson, Buck, Crouse, Mtchell,
Chandl er, Bal | asi ot es, Radcl i ff, Hanki ns, B. Thonas, Parlette,
McMorris, Schoesler, Backlund and Mulliken

Read first tine 02/11/97. Referred to Commttee on Governnent
Adm ni strati on.

AN ACT Relating to voter registration; and anendi ng RCW 29. 07. 005,
29.07.070, 29.07.090, 29.07.140, and 29.08.070.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW29.07.005 and 1994 ¢ 57 s 9 are each anended to read
as follows:

The definitions used in this section apply throughout this chapter
unl ess the context clearly requires otherw se.

(1) "ldentification sufficient to identify the applicant” neans a
Washi ngton state driver’s license, identicard i ssued by the departnent
of licensing under RCW 46.20.117, United States passport, or United
States mlitary identification.

(2) "Information required for voter registration” nmeans the m ni num
information provided on a voter registration application that is
required by the county auditor in order to place a voter registration
applicant on the voter registration rolls. This information includes
the applicant’s: _(a) Nanme((;)). (b) conplete residence address((+)) L
(c) date of birth((+)); (d) place of birth and, if the place of birth
was outside the United States, then either the applicant’s
natural i zation nunber or the nanes and places of birth of both parents;
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and (e) a signature attesting to the truth of the information provided
on the application. Al other information supplied is ancillary and
not to be used as grounds for not registering an applicant to vote.

Sec. 2. RCW?29.07.070 and 1994 ¢ 57 s 11 are each anended to read
as follows:

Except as provided under RCW 29.07.260, an applicant for voter
regi stration shall conplete an application providing the follow ng
information concerning his or her qualifications as a voter in this
st at e:

(1) The address of the last former registration of the applicant as
a voter in the state;

(2) The applicant’s full nane;

(3) The applicant’s date of birth;

(4) The applicant’s place of birth and, if the place of birth is
outside the United States, then either the applicant’s naturalization
nunber or the nanes and places of birth of both parents;

(5) The address of the applicant’s residence for voting purposes;

((65))) (B6) The mailing address of the applicant if that address is
not the sanme as the address in subsection ((4))) (5) of this section;

((66)Y)) (7) The sex of the applicant;

((A)) (8) A declaration that the applicant is a citizen of the
United States; and

((68yY)) (9) Any other information that the secretary of state
determ nes i s necessary to establish the identity of the applicant and
prevent duplicate or fraudul ent voter registrations.

This information shall be recorded on a single registration formto
be prescribed by the secretary of state.

If the applicant fails to provide the information required for
voter registration, the auditor shall send the applicant a verification
noti ce. The auditor shall not register the applicant until the
required information is provided. If averification notice is returned
as undel i verabl e or the applicant fails to respond to the notice within
forty-five days, the auditor shall not register the applicant to vote.

In addition, an applicant for voter registration shall show
identification sufficient to identify the applicant. |If the applicant
fails to showidentification sufficient to identify the applicant, the
registrar shall not accept the application for registration.
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The follow ng warning shall appear in a conspicuous place on the
voter registration form

"If you knowngly provide false information on this voter
registration form or knowi ngly nmake a false declaration about your
qualifications for voter registration you will have commtted a class
Cfelony that is punishable by inprisonnment for up to five years, or by
a fine of up to ten thousand dollars, or both inprisonnent and fine."

Sec. 3. RCW?29.07.090 and 1994 ¢ 57 s 13 are each anended to read
as follows:

At the tinme of registering, a voter shall sign his or her name upon
a signature card to be transmtted to the secretary of state. The
voter shall also provide his or her first name followed by the |ast
name or nanmes and the nanme of the county in which he or she is
regi stered and shall show identification sufficient to identify the

applicant.

Sec. 4. RCW?29.07.140 and 1994 ¢ 57 s 18 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The secretary of state shall specify by rule the format of al
voter registration applications and shall specify by rule how
identification sufficient toidentify the applicant is determ ned. The
application form nust include space for the registrar to acknow edge
that the applicant has shown identification sufficient to identify the
applicant. These applications shall be conpatible with existing voter
regi stration records. An applicant for voter registration shall be
required to conplete only one application and to provide the required
information other than his or her signature no nore than one tine.
These applications shall also contain information for the voter to
transfer his or her registration.

Any application format specified by the secretary for wuse in
registering to vote in state and |local elections shall satisfy the
requi renents of the National Voter Registration Act of 1993 (P.L. 103-
31) for registering to vote in federal elections.

(2) The secretary of state shall adopt by rule a uniform data
format for transferring voter registration records on machi ne-readabl e
medi a.
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(3) All registration applications required under RCW29.07.070 and
29. 07. 260 shall be produced and furni shed by the secretary of state to
the county auditors and the departnment of |icensing.

(4) The secretary of state shall produce and distribute any
instructional material and other supplies needed to inplement RCW
29.07. 260 through 29.07.300 and 46. 20. 155.

(5 Any notice or statenment that nust be provided under the
Nati onal Voter Registration Act of 1993 (P.L. 103-31) to prospective
regi strants concerning registering to vote in federal elections shal
al so be provided to prospective registrants concerning registering to
vote under this title in state and |local elections as well as federal
el ecti ons.

Sec. 5. RCW?29.08.070 and 1993 c 434 s 7 are each anended to read
as follows:

The secretary of state shall adopt an application form for
registering by mail under RCW 29.07.140 and how the applicant shal
show identification that is sufficient to identify the applicant. An
applicant registering to vote by nmail shall be required to conplete
only one formand to provide the required information, other than his
or her signature, no nore than once, and shall be required to show
identification that is sufficient to identify the applicant. The form
shall also contain instructions on its use, a notification of filing
deadlines, a warning to the applicant of the penalty for know ngly
supplying fal se informati on, and space for the county auditor to enter
the voter’s precinct identification, taxing district identification,
and registration nunber. The secretary of state shall devel op the form
in consultation with the county auditors.

~-- END ---
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