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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 1834

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Conmmittee on Agriculture & Ecology (originally sponsored by
Representati ves Chandl er, Linville and Schoesl er)

Read first tine 02/ 25/97.

AN ACT Rel ating to agriculture; and addi ng a new section to chapter
49. 17 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 49.17 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The legislature finds that the state’s highly productive and
efficient agricultural sector is conposed predom nately of fam |y owned
and managed farns and an industrious and efficient work force. I n
addition, the legislature finds that the state’s farns are diverse in
their nature and the owners, nmanagers, and their enpl oyees continually
find new ways to plant, raise, harvest, process, store, market, and
distribute their products. The legislature further finds that the
departnment needs guidance in determning when activities related to
agricultural products are to be regulated under this chapter as
agricultural operations under safety standards for agriculture referred
to in RCW 49.17.041 and when they should be regulated as other
activities under other safety standards. It is the intent of the
| egislature that activities perforned by a farner or on a farm
incidental to or in conjunction with farm ng operati ons be regul ated as
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agricultural activities. For this purpose, an agricultural operation
isto beinterpreted broadly, based on the definition of "agriculture"
provi ded by subsection (2) of this section.

(2) For the purposes of subsection (1) of this section,
"agriculture" nmeans farmng in all its branches and, anong other
things, includes but is not limted to the cultivation and tillage of
the soil and dairying; the production, cultivation, grow ng, and
harvesting of any agricultural or horticultural commodity, including
but not limted to a comodity that is a private sector cultured
aquatic product as defined in RCW15. 85.020; the raising of |ivestock,
bees, fur-bearing animals, or poultry; and any practices, perfornmed by
a farmer or on a farmas an incident to or in conjunction wth such
farmng operations, including but not limted to preparation for
market, and delivery to storage or to nmarket or to carriers for
transportation to market. For the purposes of subsection (1) of this
section, "agriculture" does not mean a farmer’s processing for sale or
handling for sale a comobdity or product grown or produced by a person
other than the farnmer or the farner’s enpl oyees.

~-- END ---
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