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HOUSE BI LL 1826

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Thonpson, Shel don, DeBolt and Schoesl er

Read first time 02/11/97. Referred to Comm ttee on Natural Resources.

AN ACT Relating to the noneys derived frompublic | ands nanaged by
t he comm ssi oner of public | ands; anmendi ng RCW76. 12. 030 and 79. 01. 744;
and reenacting and amendi ng RCW 76. 12. 120.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW 76.12. 030 and 1991 c¢ 363 s 151 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

I f any | and acquired by a county through foreclosure of tax |iens,
or otherw se, cones within the classification of |and described in RCW
76.12.020 and can be used as state forest land and if the departnent
deens such | and necessary for the purposes of this chapter, the county
shal |, upon demand by the departnment, deed such |land to the depart nent
and the | and shall becone a part of the state forest | ands.

Such I and shall be held in trust and adm ni stered and protected by
the departnment as other state forest lands. Any noneys derived from
the lease of such land or from the sale of forest products, oils,
gases, coal, mmnerals, or fossils therefrom shall be distributed as
fol | ows:

(1) The expense incurred by the state for admnistration,
reforestation, and protection, not to exceed twenty-five percent, which
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rate of percentage shall be determned by the board of natural
resources, shall be returned to the forest devel opnent account in the
state general fund.

(2) Wthin seven working days of receipt of the noneys by the
departnment, any balance remaining after the distribution under
subsection (1) of this section shall be paid to the county in which the
land is located to be paid, distributed, and prorated, except as
herei nafter provided, to the various funds in the sane mnner as
general taxes are paid and distributed during the year of paynent:
PROVI DED, That any such balance remaining paid to a county with a
popul ation of less than nine thousand shall first be applied to the
reduction of any indebtedness existing in the current expense fund of
such county during the year of paynent.

Sec. 2. RCW76.12.120 and 1988 ¢ 128 s 32 and 1988 ¢ 70 s 1 are
each reenacted and anmended to read as foll ows:

Al land, acquired or designated by the departnent as state forest
| and, shall be forever reserved from sale, but the tinber and other
products thereon may be sold or the land may be leased in the sane
manner and for the sane purposes as is authorized for state granted
land if the departnent finds such sale or lease to be in the best
financial interests of the ((state—and—approves—the—terns—and
conditt+ons—thereef)) respective trust beneficiaries and respective
counti es.

Except as provided in RCW 79.12.035, all noney derived fromthe
sale of tinber or other products, or from |lease, or from any other
source fromthe | and, except where the Constitution of this state or
RCW 76.12.030 requires other disposition, shall be disposed of as
fol | ows:

(1) Fifty percent shall be placed in the forest devel opnent
account .

(2) Fifty percent shall be prorated and distributed to the state
general fund, to be dedicated for the benefit of the public schools,
and the county in which the land is |ocated according to the relative
proportions of tax levies of all taxing districts in the county. The
portion to be distributed to the state general fund shall be based on
the regular school levy rate under RCW 84.52. 065 as now or hereafter
anended and the levy rate for any maintenance and operation speci al
school | evies. Wthin seven days of receipt of the noneys by the
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departnent, the noney distributed to the county shall be paid,

distributed, and prorated to the various other funds in the same manner
as general taxes are paid and distributed during the year of paynent.

Sec. 3. RCW79.01. 744 and 1987 c¢c 505 s 76 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) It shall be the duty of the conmm ssioner of public lands to
report, and recomrend, to each session of the | egislature, any changes
inthe lawrelating to the nethods of handling the public | ands of the
state that he may deem advi sabl e.

(2) The comm ssioner of public |lands shall provide a conprehensive
bi ennial report to reflect the previous fiscal period. The report

shall include, but not be I[imted to, descriptions of all departnent
activities including: Revenues generated, program costs, capital
expendi tures, personnel, special projects, new and ongoing research
envi r onnent al control s, cooperative projects, i nt er gover nnent al

agreenents, the adopted sustainable harvest conpared to the sales
program and outlines of ongoing litigation, recent court decisions and
orders on major issues with the potential for state liability. The
report shall describe the status of the resources managed and the
recreational and commercial utilization. The report shall be given to
the chairs of the house and senate comm ttees on ways and neans and the
house and senate comm ttees on natural resources, including one copy to
the staff of each of the commttees, and shall be nade available to the
public.

(3) The comm ssioner of public lands shall provide quarterly

reports to the respective trust beneficiaries, including each county.

The report shall include, but not be limted to, the following: Acres

sol d, acres harvested, volune fromthose acres, acres planted, nunber

of stens per acre, acres precommercially thinned, acres commercially

thinned, acres partially cut, acres clear cut, age of final rotation

for acres clear cut, and the total nunber of acres off base for harvest

and an expl anation of why those acres are off base for harvest.

~-- END ---
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