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HOUSE BI LL 1762

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives D. Schm dt, Scott, D. Somrers, Gardner, Dunn, Wl fe,
Dunshee, Wensman, Smth, Doumt, Mirray, Reans, Sheahan, Koster,
Tal cott, H Sommers, Ogden, Sehlin, Bush, Benson, O Brien, Backlund
Kast ama, Anderson, Cody, Bol dt, MDonal d, Pennington, Johnson, Sterk,
Fisher, Chandler, Radcliff, Linville, Blalock, Parlette, Huff,
Gonbosky, Mastin, Butler, Cairnes, Milliken, Veloria, Carlson, Van
Luven, Carrell, MMrris, Lanbert, Cooper, Cole, Dickerson, Kessler,
Hatfi el d, Shel don, Dyer, Thonpson, Mason, Constantine, Costa and Kenney

Read first time 02/07/97. Referred to Commttee on Governnent
Adm ni strati on.

AN ACT Relating to changing primary dates and associ ated el ection
procedures; anending RCW 29. 13. 070, 29.24.020, 29.24.035, 29.15.020,
29.15.120, 29.18.150, 29.15.170, and 29.15.190; and providing an
effective date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW29.13.070 and 1977 ex.s. ¢ 361 s 29 are each anended
to read as foll ows:

Nomi nating primaries for general elections to be held in Novenber
shall be held at the regular polling places in each precinct on the

((+hi+d)) second Tuesday of the precedi ng ((Septenber—or—oenthe-seventh

f+rst)) August.

Sec. 2. RCW?29.24.020 and 1989 ¢ 215 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

Any nom nation of a candidate for partisan public office by other
than a major political party shall only be nade either: (1) In a
convention held not earlier than the ((+ast)) third Saturday in
((3une)) May and not later than the ((#+st)) fourth Saturday in
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((Juy)) May or during any of the seven days imedi ately precedi ng the
first day for filing declarations of candidacy as fixed in accordance
with RCW29.68.080; or (2) as provided by RCW ((29-5+-2170)) 29.62. 180.
A mnor political party may hold nore than one convention but in no
case shall any such party nom nate nore than one candi date for any one
parti san public office or position. For the purpose of nom nating
candidates for the offices of president and vice-president, United
States senator, or a state-wide office, a mnor party or independent
candi date hol ding nmultiple conventions may add together the nunber of
signatures of different individuals from each convention obtained in
support of the candidate or candidates in order to obtain the nunber
requi red by RCW29. 24.030. For all other offices for which nom nations
are made, signatures of the requisite nunber of registered voters nust
be obtained at a single convention.

Sec. 3. RCW29.24.035 and 1989 ¢ 215 s 5 are each anended to read
as foll ows:

A nom nating petition submtted under this chapter shall clearly
identify the name of the mnor party or independent candidate
convention as it appears on the certificate of nom nation as required
by RCW ((29—24-0306(3))) 29.24.040(3). The petition shall also contain
a statenent that the person signing the petitionis a registered voter
of the state of Washington and shall have a space for the voter to sign
his or her nanme and to print his or her nanme and address. No person
may sign nore than one nom nating petition under this chapter for an
office for a primary or el ection.

Sec. 4. RCW?29.15.020 and 1990 ¢ 59 s 81 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Except where otherw se provided by this title, declarations of
candidacy for the following offices shall be filed with the filing
officer during the regular filing period, which is during regular

busi ness hours ((wth—thefHHng—offiecer—no—earter—than)) for five

days begi nning on the ((feurth)) second Monday in ((3uy—andnetater
than)) June and ending on the following Friday in the year in which the

office is scheduled to be voted upon:

((H)) (@) Ofices that are scheduled to be voted upon for ful
terms or both full ternms and short terns at, or in conjunction with, a
state general election; and
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((2)) (b) Ofices where a vacancy, other than a short term
exi sts that has not been filled by election and for which an el ection
to fill the vacancy is required in conjunction with the next state
general election.

(2) If no eligible person has filed a declaration of candidacy for
a nonpartisan office during the regular filing period, the filing
officer shall open a special filing period for declarations of
candidacy for that office. This special filing period nust be held
during regul ar business hours for three consecutive days begi nning on
the Wednesday after the close of the reqular filing period and ending
on the followi ng Friday. If no eligible person has filed for the
nonpartisan office during this special filing period, the election is
| apsed under RCW 29. 15. 200.

(3) If no eligible person has filed a declaration of candidacy as
a nmenber of a major political party for a partisan office during the
regular filing period, the filing officer shall open a special filing
period for declarations of candidacy as a nenber of that major
political party for that office. This special filing period nust be
hel d during regul ar busi ness hours for three consecutive days begi nni ng
on the Wdnesday after the close of the regular filing period and
ending on the following Friday. If no eligible person has filed as a
candi date of that major political party for that partisan office during
this special filing period, the major political party may select and
certify a nom nee under RCW 29. 18. 150.

(4) Notice of a special filing period nust be given by notifying
press, radio, and television in the county and by such other neans as
provi ded by | aw.

(5) This section supersedes all other statutes that provide for a
different filing period for these offices.

Sec. 5. RCW?29.15.120 and 1994 ¢ 223 s 6 are each anended to read
as follows:

A candidate who filed for office during the regular filing period
may W t hdraw his or her declaration of candi dacy at any tine before the
cl ose of reqgular business hours on the ((Fhursday—FoHowng)) Friday
after the last day for candidates to file under RCW 29.15.020 by
filing, with the officer wth whom the declaration of candidacy was
filed, a signed request that his or her nane not be printed on the

bal | ot . ( (Fhere—shall—be—nmno—wthdrawal—period—Ftor—deelaratioens—of
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The filing officer may permt the withdrawal of a filing for the office
of precinct commttee officer at the request of the candidate at any
time if no absentee ballots have been issued for that office and the
general election ballots for that precinct have not been printed. The
filing officer my permt the withdrawal of a filing for any el ected
office of a city, town, or special district at the request of the
candidate at any tine before a primary if the primary ballots for that
city, town, or special district have not been ordered. No filing fee
may be refunded to any candidate who withdraws under this section

Notice of the deadline for w thdrawal of candidacy and that the filing
fee is not refundable shall be given to each candidate at the tine he
or she files.

Sec. 6. RCW29.18.150 and 1990 ¢ 59 s 102 are each anended to read
as follows:

((Should)) If a place on the ticket of a major political party
((be)) is vacant because no person has filed for nomnation as the
candi date of that major political party, after the | ast day all owed for
candidates to withdraw as provided by RCW 29.15.120, ((and—f—the

o e I I Lol | I
eleetors—of—a——stngle—county;-)) the county central commttee of the
maj or political party may select and certify a candidate to fill the
vacancy((+)) if the vacancy is for ((any—ether)) a state or county
office to be voted on solely by the voters of a single county, or the
state central conmmttee of the major political party may select and
certify a candidate to fill the vacancy((+)) iLf the vacancy is for any
ot her office.

The certificate nust set forth the cause of the vacancy, the nane
of the person nom nated, the office for which he or she is nom nated,
and other pertinent information required in an ordinary certificate of
nom nation and be filed in the proper office no later than the
((+H+st)) second Friday after the ((last—dayalowedtor—candidates—to
wHt-hdraw)) close of the regqular filing period, together with the
candidate’s fee applicable to that office and a declaration of
candi dacy.

Sec. 7. RCW 29. 15. 170 and 1975-"76 2nd ex.s. ¢ 120 s 10 are each
anmended to read as foll ows:
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Filings for a nonpartisan office shall be reopened after the
special filing period for a period of three nornmal business days, such
three-day period to be fixed by the election officer with whom such
declarations of candidacy are filed and notice thereof given by
notifying press, radio, and television in the county and by such ot her
means as may now or hereafter be provided by | aw_ whenever before the
fourth Tuesday prior to a primary:

(1) A void in candidacy occurs for an office where one or nore
eligible persons had filed for the office during the regular or special
filing period;

(2) A vacancy occurs in any nonpartisan office | eaving an unexpired
termto be filled by an el ection for which filings have not been hel d;
or

(3) A nominee for judge of the superior court entitled to a
certificate of election pursuant to Article 4, section 29, Arendnent 41
of the state Constitution, dies or is disqualified.

Candi dacies validly filed within ((said)) this three-day period
shal | appear on the ballot as if made during the earlier regular or

special filing period.

Sec. 8. RCW29.15.190 and 1975-"76 2nd ex.s. ¢ 120 s 12 are each
anmended to read as foll ows:

A schedul ed el ection shall be |apsed, the office deened stricken
fromthe ballot, no purported wite-in votes counted, and no candi date
certified as el ected, when:

(1) I'n an election for judge of the suprene court or superintendent
of public instruction, a void in candidacy ((eeeurs)) exists on or
after the fourth Tuesday ((pr+oer—to)) before a primary, public filings
and the primary being an indi spensable phase of the election process
for such offices;

(2) Except as otherw se specified in RCW 29.15. 180, ((as—hew—of
hereafter—anended,-)) a nom nee for judge of the superior court entitled
to a certificate of election pursuant to Article 4, section 29,
Amendnent 41 of the state Constitution dies or is disqualified on or
after the fourth Tuesday ((prtor—to)) before a primary;

(3) I'n other elections for nonpartisan office a void in candi dacy
((eeeurs)) exists or a vacancy occurs invol ving an unexpired termto be
filled on or after the fourth Tuesday ((pr+or—to)) before an el ection.
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This act takes effect January 1,

~-- END ---

1998.



