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HOUSE BI LL 1759

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Schoesl er, Thonpson, M el ke and Sherstad

Read first tinme 02/07/97. Referred to Comm ttee on Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to elimnating the state board of education; and
creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEWSECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that the governance of
our current education systemis overly fragnented and decentrali zed.
This fragmentation has | ed to excessive bureaucracy and regul ati on of
school s to the point where the effective delivery of education services
i s overshadowed by reporting and conpliance requirenents which deplete
preci ous human and financial resources.

The legislature also finds that the many governance units wth
i nfl uence over education issues are systematically reducing the | ocus
of control for education decisions. It is the desire of the
| egi sl ature that the governance of our education systemrest primrily
with elected |ocal school board officials held accountable by their
constituency, yet subject to mninmum oversight by a primary unit of
gover nance.

I ncreasingly, schools are faced with new rules which relate only
tangentially to the education process and adversely inpact the
effective delivery of education services in the classroons. As schools
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attenpt to respond to these changes, their primary rol e as educators is
reduced to that of a reporting and nonitoring entity which nust
secondarily provide education services. Many new rules reach far
beyond t he scope of those which should be adopted by a state education
governing entity and severely restrict the authority of those charged
with the delivery of education services to exercise their professional
judgnent to do what is best for the children in their schools.

In order to elimnate much of this unnecessary and excessive
regul ation, restore locus of control to l|ocal school boards, and
inprove the level of education services provided to students, the
| egislature intends to restructure the education governance system of
our state by elimnating the state board of education, reassigning a
nunber of their duties to nore appropriate entities, and elimnating
t hose which are excessively regul ati ng our school s.

~-- END ---
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