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HOUSE BI LL 1725

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Ogden, Radcliff, Zellinsky, Gant, Costa, Bl al ock,
Cooper, Miurray, Dunshee, Mrris, Wod and Mason

Read first tine 02/ 06/97. Referred to Commttee on Gover nnment Reform
& Land Use.

AN ACT Relating to residential housing in urban centers; and
anendi ng RCW 84. 14. 010, 84.14.030, and 84. 14. 050.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW84.14.010 and 1995 ¢ 375 s 3 are each anended to read
as follows:

Unl ess the context clearly requires otherwi se, the definitions in
this section apply throughout this chapter.

(1) "City" means: __(a) Acity or town with a popul ation of at | east
one hundred fifty thousand located in a county planning under the
grow h managenent act; or (b) the central city of a metropolitan area.

(2) "Central city" neans the largest city within a netropolitan
ar ea. In the case of a netropolitan area that consists of two

contiguous counties, the local governnents may designate one city as

the central city for the purposes of this chapter.

(3) "CGoverning authority" neans the |l ocal |egislative authority of
acity having jurisdiction over the property for which an exenpti on may
be applied for under this chapter.

((3))) (4) "Gowth managenent act" neans chapter 36. 70A RCW
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((£4))) (5) "Metropolitan area"” nmeans a county with a popul ati on of
at | east one hundred fifty thousand. A netropolitan area may include
two contiguous counties that have close economc and socia
relationshi ps.

(6) "Multiple-unit housing” nmeans a building having four or nore
dwel I'i ng units not designed or used as transi ent accommodati ons and not
i ncluding hotels and notels. Multifamly units may result from new
construction or rehabilitated or conversion of vacant, underutili zed,
or substandard buildings to multifam |y housing.

((65))) (7) "Omer" neans the property owner of record.

((6))) (8) "Permanent residential occupancy” neans nmultiunit
housing that provides weither rental or owner occupancy on a
nontransi ent basis. This includes owner-occupied or rental
accommodation that is | eased for a period of at | east one nonth. This
excludes hotels and notels that predom nately offer rental
accommodation on a daily or weekly basis.

((6A)) (9) "Rehabilitation inprovenents"” neans nodifications to
exi sting structures, that are vacant for twel ve nonths or |onger, that
are made to achi eve a condition of substantial conpliance with existing
bui l di ng codes or nodification to existing occupied structures which
i ncrease the nunber of nmultifamly housing units.

((£8))) (10) "Residential targeted area" neans an area within an
urban center that has been designated by the governing authority as a
residential targeted area in accordance with this chapter

((69Y)) (11) "Substantial conpliance" nmeans conpliance with | ocal
bui | di ng or housing code requirenents that are typically required for
rehabilitation as opposed to new construction.

((26y)) (12) "Urban center" nmeans a conpact identifiable district
where urban residents may obtain a variety of products and services.
An urban center nust contain:

(a) Several existing or previous, or both, business establishnents
that may include but are not |imted to shops, offices, banks,
restaurants, governnental agencies;

(b) Adequate public facilities including streets, sidewalks,
lighting, transit, donmestic water, and sanitary sewer systens; and

(c) A mxture of uses and activities that may include housing
recreation, and «cultural activities in association wth either
commercial or office, or both, use.
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Sec. 2. RCW84.14.030 and 1995 ¢ 375 s 6 are each anended to read
as follows:

An owner of property making application under this chapter nust
meet the follow ng requirenents:

(1) The new or rehabilitated nmultiple-unit housing nust be | ocated
in aresidential targeted area as designated by the city;

(2) The multiple-unit housing nust neet the guidelines as adopted
by the governing authority that may include height, density, public
benefit features, nunber and size of proposed devel opnent, parKking,
| ow-i ncome occupancy requirenents, and other adopted requirenents

i ndi cated necessary by the city. The required anenities should be
relative to the size of the project and tax benefit to be obtained;

(3) The new, converted, or rehabilitated multiple-unit housing nust
provide for a mnimm of fifty percent of the space for permanent
residential occupancy. |In the case of existing occupied nultifamly
devel opnment, the nultifam |y housi ng nmust al so provide for a m ni num of
four additional nultifamly units. Existing multifam |y vacant housi ng
t hat has been vacant for twel ve nonths or nore does not have to provide
additional multifamly units;

(4) New construction multifamly housing and rehabilitation
i nprovenents nust be conpleted within three years from the date of
approval of the application;

(5) Property proposed to be rehabilitated nmust be vacant at | east
twel ve nonths before submtting an application and fail to conply with
one or nore standards of the applicable state or local building or
housi ng codes on or after July 23, 1995; and

(6) The applicant nmust enter into a contract with the city approved
by the governing body under which the applicant has agreed to the
i npl enent ati on of the devel opnment on terns and conditions satisfactory
to the governing authority.

Sec. 3. RCWB84.14.050 and 1995 ¢ 375 s 8 are each anended to read
as follows:

An owner of property seeking tax incentives under this chapter nust
conplete the foll ow ng procedures:

(1) In the case of rehabilitation or where denolition or new
construction is required, the owner shall secure from the governing
authority or duly authorized agent, before comencenent of
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rehabilitation inprovenents or new construction, verification of
property nonconpliance with applicable building and housi ng codes;

(2) I'n the case of new and rehabilitated nmultifam |y housing, the
owner shall apply to the city on forns adopted by the governing
authority. The application nmust contain the foll ow ng:

(a) Information setting forth the grounds supporting the requested
exenption including information indicated on the application formor in
t he gui del i nes;

(b) A description of the project and site plan, including the floor
plan of units and other information requested;

(c) A statement that the applicant is aware of the potential tax
l[iability involved when the property ceases to be eligible for the
i ncentive provided under this chapter;

(3) The applicant nust verify the application by oath or
affirmati on; and

(4) The application nust be made on or before April 1 of each year,
and nust be acconpani ed by the application fee, if any, required under
RCW ((84-—314-070)) 84.14.080. The governing authority may permt the
applicant to revise an application before final action by the governing
authority.

~-- END ---
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