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HOUSE BI LL 1703

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives McMorris, Koster and Wod

Read first tinme 02/05/97. Referred to Commttee on Agriculture &
Ecol ogy.

AN ACT Rel ating to noxi ous weed control; and adding a new section
to chapter 17.10 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 17.10 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The director of the departnent of agriculture may control class
A or class B noxious weeds, or cause the weeds to be controlled, on
stat e-owned or managed | and | ocated anywhere in the state if:

(a) The director finds that the state-owned or managed land is
infested with cl ass A noxi ous weeds or cl ass B noxi ous weeds desi gnat ed
for control in the region in which the land is | ocated,;

(b) The director notifies the state agency responsible for the
managenent of the state |land regarding the infestation, identifies the
weeds that nust be controlled on the | and and the approxi mate | ocation
or locations of the infestation, and requests that the weeds be
controlled within a reasonable period of tine, as determ ned by the
director; and

(c) The agency fails to control the infestation within the period
of tinme identified in the notice.
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(2) Each notice sent under subsection (1) of this section shal
specify a reasonable period of tinme within which the noxious weed
control must be acconplished. Only class A noxious weeds or class B
noxi ous weeds designated for control inthe regionin whichthelandis
| ocated may be identified in such a notice.

(3) The noxi ous weed control conducted or caused to be conducted by
the director under this section shall be consistent with the weed
control that the director or a county noxi ous weed control board would
require under this chapter if the infestation of the noxious weeds were
| ocated on privately owned land of the sanme type and simlarly
si t uat ed. The agency receiving the notice nmay request dispute
resol ution under RCW 43.17.330. However, the dispute resolution may
not have the effect of postponing the date by which noxious weed
control rnmust be acconplished as specified in the notice for any noxi ous
weed identified in the notice unless it is determned during the
di spute resolution process that the noxious weeds designated for
control on the land are not actually present on the |and.

(4) The control of noxious weeds conducted by the director of the
departnment of agriculture or caused to be conducted by the director
under this section on state-owned or managed land is the financial
responsibility of the state agency owning or managing the land. The
director shall bill the agency for the costs the director incurs in
controlling the noxi ous weeds or causing themto be controlled and the
agency shall fully reinburse the departnent of agriculture for those
costs within sixty days of receiving the bill. An agency receiving
such a bill and disputing the anmunt owed may request dispute
resol ution under RCW 43.17.330. The dispute resolution may postpone
t he date by which the departnment is to be reinbursed for the director’s
costs to a date that is not later than one hundred twenty days after
the date the agency received the bill that is the subject of the
di spute resol ution.

(5 If acounty weed board or a weed district finds that state | and
|ocated withinits jurisdictionis infested with class A noxious weeds
or class B noxi ous weeds designated for control in the region in which
the land is located, the board or district may, in addition to any
ot her authorities the board or district may possess under this chapter
or chapter 17.04 or 17.06 RCW notify the director of the departnent of
agriculture regarding the infestation and request control of the
infestation. The director shall pronptly investigate each instance of
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infestation for which a notice is received under this subsection, shall
determ ne whether the notice set forth in subsection (1) of this
section is to be sent to a state agency in response to the board’ s or
district’s request, and shall notify the requesting board or district
of the director’s determnation in the matter.

~-- END ---
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