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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 1669

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Commttee on Educati on (originally sponsored by
Represent ati ves Johnson, Talcott, Milliken, Sterk, Carlson, H ckel
Smth, Sunp, D. Schm dt, Wensman, Sheahan, C enents, Boldt, Schoesl er
and Sul I'i van)

Read first tine 02/ 26/97.

AN ACT Rel ating to alternative teacher certification; amendi ng RCW
28A.410. 025, 28A 410.040, 28A.150.410, and 41.59.935; adding new
sections to chapter 28A. 410 RCW and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW_ SECTI ON. Sec. 1. The board of directors in each school
district may issue alternative teaching certificates to individuals
interested in teaching within the district who do not ot herw se possess
a teaching certificate issued by the state. Each candi date for an
alternative certificate shall:

(1) Possess a baccal aureate degree from a regionally accredited
institution of higher education or an equivalent accrediting
or gani zati on;

(2) Have at least five years’ work experience relevant to a primary
subject area to be taught or sufficient know edge of the primry
subj ect area to be taught. Sufficient know edge requirenents shall be
determned on a case-by-case basis by the superintendent of the
di strict and approved by the | ocal school board. This work experience
or know edge of the subject area shall neet the requirenents for an
endor senent or endorsenents in the rel evant subject area or areas;
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(3) Conplete the national teachers’ exam nation (NTE) general
know edge test, or once avail able, the state certification assessnent
of basic skills in reading, witing, comrunications, and mathemati cs.
The district shall determne the test to be taken and the |evel of
per formance necessary on the NTE to fulfill this requirenent;

(4) Denonstrate to the superintendent and the | ocal school board an
ability to comunicate information effectively to students, as
determ ned by standards devel oped by the | ocal school board;

(5 Meet the age and character requirenents established by the
state board of education for all certificated school staff, including
conpliance with the background check through the Washington state
patrol crimnal investigation system and the federal bureau of
i nvestigation as required under RCW 28A. 400. 303; and

(6) Possess a witten agreenent with the school district to
conplete a two-year residency to provide instructional services in the
district.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. The alternative teacher certificate allows
the hol der full authority to serve as a part-tinme or full-tinme teacher.
The district shall report the issuance of all alternative teaching
certificates to the state board of education. Alternative certificates
i ssued under section 1 of this act are valid for not nore than two
years of full-time or part-tinme teaching or its equival ent.

The alternative teacher certificate shall allow the holder to
provide instructional services to students in any of the grades in
m ddl e school, junior high, and high school. Instructional services
shall be limted to the subject or subjects approved by the |oca
school board of directors and designated on the alternative teacher
certificate.

NEWSECTI ON. Sec. 3. The school district board of directors shall
by witten policy, develop the criteria for successful conpletion of
the two-year residency requirenent in section 1(6) of this act. A
written agreenent between the individual and district shall specify the
terms and conditions of enploynent and the terns for conpletion of the
residency. Al such agreenents are exenpt from chapter 41.59 RCW

After successful conpletion of the two-year residency, the district
shall present the individual to the superintendent of public
instruction for initial certification by the state. The superintendent
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shall grant initial certification in accordance with RCW28A. 410.040 to
those individuals presented by the local board wthout requiring
additional coursework or experience to neet initial certification
requirenents.

Sec. 4. RCW28A. 410. 025 and 1969 ex.s. ¢ 223 s 28A.67.010 are each
anmended to read as foll ows:

No person shall be accounted as a qualified teacher within the
meani ng of the school law who is not the holder of a valid teacher’s
certificate, alternative certificate issued under section 1 of this
act, or permt issued by |awful authority of this state.

Sec. 5. RCW28A. 410.040 and 1992 c 141 s 101 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The state board of education shall adopt rules providing that,
except as provided in this section, all individuals qualifying for an
initial-level teaching certificate after August 31, 1992, shall possess
a baccal aureate degree in the arts, sciences, and/or humanities and
have fulfilled the requirenents for teacher certification pursuant to
RCW 28A.305.130 (1) and (2) or the requirenents for alternative
certification under sections 1 and 3 of this act. However, candi dates

for grades preschool through eight certificates shall have fulfilled
the requirenents for a major as part of their baccal aureate degree. |If
the major is in early childhood education, elenentary education, or
speci al education, the candidate nust have at least thirty quarter
hours or twenty senmester hours in one academ c field. The state board
shall grant initial-level certificates to candi dates presented by | ocal

school boards who have obtained alternative teaching certificates and

successfully conmpleted a two-year teaching residency wthin the

district, without requiring additi onal coursework or experience to neet

initial-level certification requirenments.

Sec. 6. RCW 28A. 150.410 and 1990 ¢ 33 s 118 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The legislature shall establish for each school year in the
appropriations act a state-wide salary allocation schedule, for
all ocation purposes only, to be used to distribute funds for basic
education certificated instructional staff salaries under RCW
28A. 150. 260.
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(2) The superintendent of public instruction shall cal culate salary
al l ocations for state funded basi c education certificated instructional
staff by determning the district average salary for basic education
instructional staff using the salary allocation schedul e established
pursuant to this section. However, no district shall receive an
allocation based wupon an average basic education certificated
instructional staff salary which is less than the average of the
district’s 1986-87 actual basic education certificated instructional
staff salaries, as reported to the superintendent of public instruction
prior to June 1, 1987, and the legislature may grant m nimum sal ary
i ncreases on that base: PROVIDED, That the superintendent of public
instruction may adjust this allocation based upon the education and
experience of the district’s certificated instructional staff and in
accordance with subsection (4) of this section.

(3) Beginning January 1, 1992, no nore than ninety coll ege quarter-
hour credits received by any enployee after the baccal aureate degree
may be used to determ ne conpensation allocations under the state
salary allocation schedule and LEAP docunents referenced in the
bi enni al appropriations act, or any replacenent schedules and
docunents, unl ess:

(a) The enpl oyee has a masters degree; or

(b) The credits were used in generating state salary allocations
before January 1, 1992.

(4) In determning state allocations and salaries for individuals
participating in the alternative certification programunder section 2

of this act, an individual’s salary shall be based on the state-w de

salary allocation schedule for individuals with zero years of service

and the individual’s deagree. The two vears of teaching under an

alternate teaching certificate shall be included in the cal cul ati on of

the individual’s vyears of service when the individual is issued an

initial certificate as provided in section 3 of this act and RCW

28A. 410. 040.

Sec. 7. RCW41.59.935 and 1990 ¢ 33 s 571 are each anended to read
as follows:

Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to grant enployers or
enpl oyees the right to reach agreenents:

(1) Regarding salary or conpensation increases in excess of those
aut hori zed in accordance with RCW 28A. 150. 410 and 28A. 400. 200 ; or
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(2) Limting the enployer’s authority to contract with or offer to
contract with an individual for the purpose of an alternative teaching

certificate under section 2 of this act.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 8. Alternative certification under this act
shal |l be available beginning in the 1997-98 school year.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 9. Sections 1 through 3 of this act are each
added to chapter 28A 410 RCW

~-- END ---
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