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HOUSE BI LL 1635

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Costa, Lantz, Ogden and Bl al ock

Read first tine 02/ 04/97. Referred to Commttee on Law & Justi ce.

AN ACT Relating to coll ection of spousal maintenance; adding a new
section to chapter 26.18 RCW and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 26.18 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) When a superior court order orders an obligor to pay spousa
mai nt enance to an obligee, the superior court nust order imedi ate
income withholding to enforce the spousal maintenance order unless:

(a) One of the parties denonstrates, and the court finds, that good
cause exists not to require imrediate income wthholding and that
wi t hhol di ng shoul d be delayed until a spousal nmaintenance paynment is
past due; or

(b) The parties reach a witten agreenent approved by the court
that provides for an alternative arrangenent.

"Good cause not to require imediate incone w thhol ding" neans a
witten determ nation of why inplenenting i medi ate i ncone w t hhol di ng
would not be in the obligee’'s best interests, and in nodification
cases, proof of tinely paynent of previously ordered spousal
mai nt enance.
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(2) In all other cases not under subsection (1) of this section,
the court may order the obligor to nmake paynents directly to the
obl i gee or may order that paynents be nade in accordance with an agreed
alternative arrangenent.

(3) If the court orders imrediate inconme wthholding, the court
must issue a mandatory wage assignnent order as set forth in this
chapter when the court signs the maintenance order or nodification of
t he mai ntenance order. The obligee is responsible for serving the
enpl oyer with the order and for its enforcenent as set forth in this
chapter.

(4) If the court does not order imedi ate i ncone w thhol ding, the
court nmust require that inconme w thholding be delayed until a paynent
is past due. The order must contain a notice that an inconme-
wi t hhol ding action under this chapter may be taken w thout further
notice to the obligor after a paynent is past due.

(5) If a superior court order that orders paynent of spousal
support al so orders paynent of support for a dependent child or other
person other than the obligee, the order nust continue to be enforced
pursuant to chapters 74.20, 74.20A, and 26.23 RCWrat her than pursuant
to this section. Enforcenment nust occur under those chapters even if
all or part of the support for the dependent child or other person is
termed spousal mai ntenance, alinony, or sone other term

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. This act applies to decrees and orders of
nmodi fication entered on or after the effective date of this act.

~-- END ---
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