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HOUSE BI LL 1628

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Boldt, Koster, Sheahan, McMorri s, Crouse,
D. Somrers, Lanbert, Dunn, Miulliken, Smth, Johnson, D. Schm dt, Bush,
Schoesl er and Backl und

Read first tinme 02/03/97. Referred to Commttee on Health Care.

AN ACT Relating to abstinence education; adding a new section to
chapter 70.58 RCW adding a new chapter to Title 70 RCW and decl ari ng
an emnergency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that sexual activity
between teenagers has increased dramatically in recent years.
Consequently, the nunber of teen pregnancies and teens who have
contracted sexually transmtted diseases has increased to alarmng
rates. The effects of sexual activity, therefore, can substantially
and negatively inpact a teenager.

The legislature also finds that an inportant conponent in hel ping
t eenagers avoi d t he psychol ogi cal, enoti onal, physical, and social harm
that can result from sexual activity anong teenagers is to teach them
t he val ue of postponi ng sexual activity.

Therefore it is the intent of the legislature that the state
facilitate the establishnment of abstinence education prograns in the
comuni ties throughout Washi ngton state.
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NEW SECTI O\ Sec. 2. The definitions in this section apply
t hroughout this chapter unless the context clearly requires otherw se.

(1) "Abstinence education"” neans an educational or notivational
programthat: (a) Has as its exclusive purpose, teaching the social,
psychol ogi cal, and health gains to be realized by abstaining from
sexual activity; (b) teaches abstinence fromsexual activity outside of
marri age as the expected standard for all school age children; (c)
t eaches that abstinence fromsexual activity is the only certain way to
avoi d out-of -wedl ock pregnancy, sexually transmtted diseases, and
ot her associ ated health problens; (d) teaches that a nutually faithfu
nonoganous relationship in the context of marriage is the expected
standard of human sexual activity; (e) teaches that sexual activity

outside of the context of marriage is likely to have harnfu
psychol ogi cal, enotional, physical, and societal effects; (f) teaches
that bearing children out of wedlock is likely to have harnfu

consequences for the child, the child s parents, and society; (Q)
t eaches young people howto reject sexual advances and how al cohol and
drug use increases vulnerability to sexual advances; and (h) teaches
the i nportance of attaining self-sufficiency before engaging in sexual
activity.

(2) "Commttee" neans the abstinence education oversight conmttee
established in section 5 of this act.

(3) "Departnment" neans the departnent of health.

(4) "Grantees" neans applicants for federal abstinence education
funds that are granted funding by the departnent of health.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. (1) The departnment shall apply for federal
funds for abstinence education fromthe United States departnment of
human services under Title V of the social security act (43 U. S.C. Sec.
701 et seq.). The funds nust be used exclusively for abstinence
education and, if appropriate, nentoring, counseling, and adult
supervision to pronote abstinence from sexual activity anmong unwed
m nors.

(2) In order to nmeet the requirenents of this chapter, the
departnment shall maximze the use of +these federal funds by
contracting, through the absti nence educati on oversi ght commttee, only
with private and public sector organizations that have extensive
experience with abstinence education as the sole basis for their
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abstinence education curriculumand are currently teachi ng abstinence
educati on.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 4. The goals of abstinence education are a
measur abl e reduction of the incidence of sexually transmtted di sease,
a nmeasur abl e reduction in abortions, and a neasurabl e reduction i n out-
of - wedl ock births.

The effectiveness of abstinence education prograns in neeting the
goals described in this section nust be reported by the oversight
committee to appropriate senate and house of representatives standing
committees.

NEW _SECTI ON. Sec. 5. There is established the abstinence
education oversight commttee to consist of six nmenbers to be appoi nted
by the legislature. The speaker of the house of representatives shal
appoint three nenbers, including tw nenbers of the house of
representatives and a nenber of the comunity who has significant
experience in providing abstinence education. The majority |leader in
the senate shall appoint three nenbers, including two nmenbers of the
senate and a nenber of the community who has significant experience in
provi di ng abstinence education. The purpose of the commttee is to
ensure that federal and state resources are used to achieve the goals
of this chapter. Commttee nenbers shall appoint a qualified agency
designated as the lead agency to admnister funds to all grantees
coordi nate research, and distribute reports. Menbers of the commttee
may be rei nbursed for travel expenses as provided in RCW43. 03. 050 and
43. 03. 060, subject to legislative appropriations.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 6. Subject to the restrictions contained in
this chapter, the commttee is authorized to establish criteria and
approve applicants fromorgani zations for funding progranms designed to
teach absti nence educati on. The comm ttee shall establish a set of
standards to assess progress in neeting the goals of the program as
established in section 4 of this act.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 7. (1) Applicants for funding under this
chapt er nust:

(a) Denonstrate an understanding of the purpose of abstinence
educati on;
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(b) Provide a detailed description of the organization' s
educati onal program and

(c) Possess appropriate corporate licensing, whether or not the
organi zation is for-profit, not-for-profit, or church-based.

(2) An organization may not be granted funds for abstinence
education if the parent organization or any subsidiary of the parent
organi zati on provides abortion services, counseling, or referrals for
abortions or provides contraceptives, counseling, or referrals for
contracepti ves.

(3) Faith-based organizations may apply to the commttee for
absti nence education funds.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 8. (1) Al grantees nust:

(a) Conmply with the requirenents of the program and adhere to the
standards outlined in the definition of abstinence education in section
2 of this act;

(b) Consent to an annual audit by an independent certified public
accountant; and

(c) Segregate abstinence education funds from any other state or
federal project funds.

(2) Grantees may use abstinence education funds for pronotional and
advertising prograns including, but not limted to, billboards and
signs. Funds may also be used to train teachers in premarital
abstinence education techni ques.

(3) Failure to conply with proper allocation and usage of state or
federal funds under this section may result in permanent ineligibility
for funds to teach absti nence education. |In addition, any grantee that
uses abstinence education funds in violation of this chapter may be
required to reinburse the departnment for the anount of the
m sappropri ated funds and pay a reasonabl e penalty as determ ned by the
depart nent.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 9. All textbooks and other curricula materi al,
i ncl udi ng teacher resources, used in an abstinence education program
must be published and readily available for public and parental
I nspection upon request.

NEWSECTI ON. Sec. 10. A newsection is added to chapter 70.58 RCW
to read as foll ows:
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The departnent shall collect data related to the age and narital
status of wonen. The departnent shall also collect data, when the
information is available, related to the fathers of the children of
teenage nothers, including their age and marital status.

NEWSECTI ON. Sec. 11. Sections 1 through 9 of this act constitute
a new chapter in Title 70 RCW

NEW SECTI O\ Sec. 12. |f any provision of this act or its
application to any person or circunstance is held invalid, the
remai nder of the act or the application of the provision to other
persons or circunstances is not affected.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 13. This act is necessary for the imedi ate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnment and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
i mredi atel y.

~-- END ---
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