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HOUSE BI LL 1619

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Zellinsky, Dyer, Cody, Skinner, Parlette, Sherstad
and C enents

Read first tinme 02/03/97. Referred to Commttee on Health Care.

AN ACT Rel ating to conpensation for nenbers of nedical boards; and
anmendi ng RCW 18. 71. 015 and 18.57. 003.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW18.71.015 and 1994 sp.s. ¢ 9 s 303 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The Washington state nedical quality assurance conmssion is
established, consisting of thirteen individuals |licensed to practice
medi cine in the state of Washi ngton under this chapter, two individuals
who are |icensed as physician assistants under chapter 18. 71A RCW and
four individuals who are nenbers of the public. Each congressi ona
district now existing or hereafter created in the state nust be
represented by at | east one physician nenber of the conm ssion. The
terms of office of nenbers of the conmssion are not affected by
changes in congressional district boundaries. Public nenbers of the
comm ssi on may not be a nenber of any other health care |icensing board
or conm ssion, or have a fiduciary obligation to a facility rendering
health services regulated by the conm ssion, or have a material or
financial interest in the rendering of health services regul ated by the
conmi ssi on.
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The nenbers of the conm ssion shall be appointed by the governor.
Menbers of the initial comm ssion may be appointed to staggered terns
of one to four years, and thereafter all terns of appointnent shall be

for four years. The governor shall consider such physician and
physi ci an assi stant nenbers who are recommended for appoi ntnent by the
appropriate professional associations in the state. |n appointing the

initial nmenbers of the comm ssion, it is the intent of the | egislature
that, to the extent possible, the existing nenbers of the board of
medi cal exam ners and nedi cal disciplinary board repeal ed under section
336, chapter 9, Laws of 1994 sp. sess. be appointed to the conmm ssion.
No nmenber may serve nore than two consecutive full terns. Each nenber
shall hold office until a successor is appointed.

Each nenber of the conmi ssion nust be a citizen of the United
States, nust be an actual resident of this state, and, if a physician,
must have been |icensed to practice nedicine inthis state for at | east
five years.

The comm ssion shall neet as soon as practicable after appoi nt nent
and elect officers each year. Meetings shall be held at |east four
times a year and at such place as the comm ssion determ nes and at such
other tinmes and places as the conm ssion deens necessary. A mgjority
of the comm ssion nenbers appointed and serving constitutes a quorum
for the transaction of conm ssion business.

The affirmative vote of a mgjority of a quorumof the conmssionis
required to carry any notion or resolution, to adopt any rule, or to
pass any neasure. The conm ssion may appoi nt panels consisting of at
| east three nenbers. A quorumfor the transaction of any busi ness by
a panel is a mninmumof three nenbers. A nmgjority vote of a quorum of
the panel is required to transact business delegated to it by the
conmi ssi on.

Each nmenber of the comm ssion shall be conpensated in ((accoerdance
wH-R—REW-43-03-—240—-and)) an anount not to exceed five hundred dollars
per day during which the nenber attends an official neeting of the
group or perfornms statutorily prescribed duties approved by the
chai rperson of the conmm ssion. A person shall not receive conpensation
for a day of service under this section if the person (1) occupies a
position, normally regarded as full tinme in nature, in any agency of
the federal governnent, Washington state governnent, or WAshington
state local governnent; and (2) receives any conpensation from such
governnent for working that day. 1In addition ((t+herete)) each nenber
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shall be reinbursed for travel expenses incurred in carrying out the
duties of the commssion in accordance with RCW 43.03.050 and
43. 03. 060. Any such expenses shall be paid fromfunds appropriated to
t he departnent of health.

Whenever the governor is satisfied that a menber of a conm ssion
has been guilty of neglect of duty, msconduct, or nualfeasance or
m sfeasance in office, the governor shall file wth the secretary of
state a statenent of the causes for and the order of renoval from
office, and the secretary shall forthwth send a certified copy of the
statenent of causes and order of renoval to the | ast known post office
address of the nenber.

Vacancies in the nenbership of the comm ssion shall be filled for
t he unexpired term by appoi ntnment by the governor.

The nmenbers of the commi ssion are imune from suit in an action
civil or crimnal, based on its disciplinary proceedings or other
official acts perforned in good faith as nenbers of the conm ssion.

Whenever the workload of the comm ssion requires, the conm ssion
may request that the secretary appoint pro tenpore nenbers of the
comm ssion. Wen serving, pro tenpore nenbers of the comm ssion have
all of the powers, duties, and immunities, and are entitled to all of
the enoluments, including travel expenses, of regularly appointed
menbers of the conmm ssion.

Sec. 2. RCW18.57.003 and 1991 ¢ 160 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

There is hereby created an agency of the state of Wshington,
consi sting of seven individuals appointed by the governor to be known
as the Washi ngton state board of osteopathic nedicine and surgery.

On expiration of the termof any nmenber, the governor shall appoint
for a period of five years a qualified individual to take the place of
such nenber. Each nenber shall hold office until the expiration of the
termfor which such nmenber i s appointed or until a successor shall have
been appoi nted and shall have qualified. Initial appointnments shall be
made and vacancies in the nmenbership of the board shall be filled for
t he unexpired term by appoi ntnent by the governor.

Each nmenber of the board shall be a citizen of the United States
and nust be an actual resident of this state. One nenber shall be a
consunmer who has neither a financial nor a fiduciary relationship to a
health care delivery system and every other nenber nust have been in
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active practice as a licensed osteopat hic physician and surgeon in this
state for at least five years imedi ately precedi ng appoi nt nent.

The board shall elect a chairperson, a secretary, and a vice-
chairperson fromits nenbers. Meetings of the board shall be held at
| east four tines a year and at such place as the board shall determ ne
and at such other tines and places as the board deens necessary.

An affirmative vote of a sinple magjority of the nenbers present at
a neeting or hearing shall be required for the board to take any
official action. The board nmay not take any action w thout a quorum of
the board nenbers present. A sinple majority of the board nenbers
currently serving constitutes a quorum of the board.

Each nmenber of the board shall be conpensated in ((acecerdance—wth
ROW-43-03-—240—=and)) an anount not to exceed five hundred dollars per
day during which the nenber attends an official neeting of the group or
perforns statutorily prescribed duties approved by the chairperson of
the comm ssion. A person shall not receive conpensation for a day of
service under this section if the person (1) occupies a position,
normal ly regarded as full tinme in nature, in any agency of the federal
governnment, WAshington state governnment, or WAshington state |oca
governnment; and (2) receives any conpensation fromsuch governnent for
wor ki ng that day. In addition each nenber shall be reinbursed for
travel expenses in accordance with RCW 43.03. 050 and 43. 03. 060.

Any nmenber of the board may be renoved by the governor for negl ect
of duty, msconduct, nualfeasance or m sfeasance in office, or upon
witten request of two-thirds of the physicians |icensed under this
chapter and in active practice in this state.

~-- END ---
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