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HOUSE BI LL 1579

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Boldt, Dunn, Pennington, Honeyford and Lisk

Read first tine 01/31/97. Referred to Commttee on Governnent
Adm ni strati on.

AN ACT Relating to the Colunmbia R ver Gorge conmm ssion; and
anendi ng RCW 43. 97. 015.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCWA43.97.015 and 1987 ¢ 499 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

The legislature of the State of Washington hereby ratifies the
Col unbia River Gorge Conpact set forth below, and the provisions of
such conpact hereby are declared to be the | aw of this state upon such
conpact becom ng effective as provided in Article I11.

A conpact is entered into by and between the states of WAshi ngton
and Oregon, signhatories hereto, with the consent of the Congress of the
United States of Anerica, granted by an Act entitled, "The Col unbia
Ri ver Gorge National Scenic Area Act," P.L. 99-663.

ARTI CLE |
CCOLUMBI A GORGE COMM SSI ON ESTABLI SHED

a. The States of Oregon and Washington establish by way of this
i nterstate conpact a regional agency known as the Col unbia River Gorge
Comm ssion. The conm ssi on established in accordance with this conpact
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shall have the power and authority to perform all functions and
responsibilities in accordance with the provisions of this conpact and
of the Col unbia River Gorge National Scenic Area Act (the federal Act),
which is incorporated by this specific reference in this agreenent.
The comm ssion’s powers shall include, but not be [imted to:

1. The power to sue and be sued.

2. The power to disapprove a |and use ordinance enacted by a
county if the ordinance is inconsistent with the managenent plan, as
provided in P.L. 96-663, Sec. 7(b)(3)(B)

3. The power to enact a | and use ordi nance setting standards for
the use of nonfederal land in a county within the scenic area if the
county fails to enact l|and use ordinances consistent wth the
managenent plan, as provided in P.L. 99-663, Sec. 7(c).

4. According to the provisions of P.L. 99-663, Sec. 10(c), the
power to review all proposals for major devel opnent action and new
residential devel opnment in each county in the scenic area, except urban
areas, and the power to disapprove such devel opnent if the comm ssion
finds the devel opnent is inconsistent wth the purposes of P.L. 99-663.

b. The comm ssion shall appoint and renove or discharge such
personnel as may be necessary for the performance of the comm ssion’s
functions, irrespective of the civil service, personnel or other nerit
system |l aws of any of the party states.

c. The comm ssion may establish and maintain, independently or in
conjunction with any one or nore of the party states, a suitable
retirement system for its full-tinme enployees. Enpl oyees of the
conmi ssion shall be eligible for social security coverage i n respect of
ol d age and survivors insurance provi ded that the comm ssion takes such
steps as nmay be necessary pursuant to federal law to participate in
such program of insurance as a governnental agency or unit. The
conmi ssi on may establish and mai ntain or participate in such additional
prograns of enpl oyee benefits as nay be appropriate.

d. The comm ssion shall obtain the services of such professional,
technical, clerical and other personnel as may be deened necessary to
enable it to carry out its functions under this conpact. The
comm ssion shall work wth the Wshington state departnent of
community, trade, and econonm c devel opnent to assist the WAshington
Col unbi a River Gorge Conpact counties in devel oping | and use ordi nances
that are consistent wth the scenic area nmanagenent plan as required
under 16 U.S.C. Sec. 544e(b). The conmi ssion may borrow, accept, or
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contract for the services of personnel from any state of the United
States or any subdivision or agency thereof, from any interstate
agency, or fromany institution, person, firmor corporation.

e. Funds necessary to fulfill the powers and duties inposed upon
and entrusted to the comm ssion shall be provided as appropriated by
the legislatures of the states in accordance with Article [|V. The
comm ssion may al so receive gifts, grants, endowrents and ot her funds
frompublic or private sources as may be nade fromtine to tinme, in
trust or otherwise, for the use and benefit of the purposes of the
comm ssi on and expend the sane or any i ncone therefromaccording to the
terms of the gifts, grants, endowrents or other funds.

f. The conmm ssion may establish and mai ntain such facilities as may
be necessary for the transacting of its business. The comm ssion may
acquire, hold and convey real and personal property and any interest
t herei n.

g. The conm ssion shall adopt bylaws, rules, and regul ations for
the conduct of its business, and shall have the power to anend and
rescind these bylaws, rules and regul ations. The conm ssion shall
publish its bylaws, rules and regul ations in conveni ent formand shal
file a copy thereof and of any anendnent thereto, with the appropriate
agency or officer in each of the party states.

ARTI CLE |
THE COWM SSI ON MEMBERSHI P

a. The comm ssion shall be made up of twelve voting nenbers
appoi nted by the states, as set forth herein, and one non-voti ng nenber
appointed by the U S. Secretary of Agriculture.

b. Each state governor shall appoint the nenbers of the comm ssion
as provided in the federal Act (three nenbers who reside in the State
of Oregon, including one resident of the scenic area, to be appointed
by t he Governor of Oregon, and three nmenbers who reside in the State of
Washi ngt on, including one resident of the scenic area, appointed by the
Gover nor of WAshi ngton).

c. One additional menber shall be appointed by the governing body
of each of the respective counties of ((&arki—KHekitat—andSkamanta
H—Yashirgten,—and)) Hood R ver, Miltnomah, and Wsco in O egon,
provided that in the event the governi ng body of a county fails to make
such an appoi ntnent, the Governor of the state in which the county is
| ocated shall appoint such a nenber. In Washington, one additiona
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nonpartisan nenber from each of the respective counties of the
Washi ngton scenic area, conprised of Cark, Klickitat, and Skamania
counties, shall be nomnated at a primary election and elected in a
general election by the registered voters of each respective Washi ngton
scenic area county.

d. The terns of the nenbers and procedure for filling vacancies
shall all be as set forth in the federal Act, except that in
Washi ngt on, vacancies shall be filled under RCW42.12. 070.

ARTI CLE 111
EFFECTI VE DATE OF COVPACT AND COWMM SSI ON

Thi s conpact shall take effect, and the comm ssion may exercise its
authorities pursuant to the conpact and pursuant to the Col unbia R ver
Gorge National Scenic Area Act when it has been ratified by both states
and upon the appoi ntnent of four initial nenbers fromeach state. The
date of this conpact shall be the date of the establishnment of the
conmi ssi on.

ARTI CLE IV
FUNDI NG

a. The States of Washington and Oregon hereby agree to provide by
separate agreenent or statute of each state for funding necessary to
ef fectuate the conm ssion, including the establishnment of conpensation
or expenses of comm ssion nenbers from each state which shall be paid
by the state of origin.

b. The comm ssion shall submt to the Governor or designated
officer or officers of each party state a budget of its estinmated
expenditures for such period as may be required by the |aws of that
jurisdiction for presentation to the |egislature thereof.

c. Subject to appropriation by their respective |egislatures, the
comm ssion shall be provided with such funds by each of the party
states as are necessary to provide the neans of establishing and
maintaining facilities, a staff of personnel, and such activities as
may be necessary to fulfill the powers and duties inposed upon and
entrusted to the comm ssion.

d. The comm ssion’s proposed budget and expenditures shall be
apportioned equally between the states.

e. The conm ssion shall keep accurate accounts of all receipts and
di sbursenents. The receipts and di sbursenents of the comm ssi on shal
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be subject to the audit and accounti ng procedures established under its
byl aws. However, all receipts and disbursenents of funds handl ed by
the commssion shall be audited yearly by the appropriate state
auditing official and the report of the audit shall be included in and
beconme a part of the annual report of the conm ssion.

f. The accounts of the comm ssion shall be open at any reasonable
time for inspection by the public.

ARTI CLE V
SEVERABI LI TY

| f any provision of this conpact, or its application to any person
or circunstance, is held to be invalid, all other provisions of this
conpact, and the application of all of its provisions to all other
persons and circunmstances, shall remain valid, and to this end the
provi sions of this conpact are severable.

~-- END ---
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