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HOUSE BI LL 1561

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Cody, Veloria, D ckerson and Costa

Read first tine 01/ 30/97. Referred to Commttee on Health Care.

AN ACT Relating to the provision of services by dental hygienists;
amendi ng RCW 18.29. 021, 18.29.045, 18.29.060, 18.29.071, 18.29.100,
18.29.110, 18.29.120, 18.29.130, 18.29.140, 18.29.150, 18.29.160,
18.29. 180, 18.29.190, and 18.29.210; adding new sections to chapter
18.29 RCW repealing RCW 18.29.050 and 18.29.056; providing an
effective date; and declaring an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 1. A dental hygienist licensed under this
chapter may obtain and adm nister topical fluoride and preventive
agents and injectable and topical |ocal anesthetics, which are |egend
drugs pursuant to chapter 69.41 RCW The dental hygiene quality
assurance conm ssion, after consultation with the board of pharnacy,
shal | adopt rules that authorize a dental hygienist to purchase and
adm ni ster | egend drugs and devi ces consistent with the provisions of
this section.

NEW_SECTI ON. Sec. 2. (1) Any person licensed as a dental
hygienist in this state may renove deposits and stains from the
surfaces of the teeth, may apply topical and preventive prophylactic
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agents including sealants, may adm nister injectable anesthetic and
apply topical anesthetic agents appropriate to dental hygi ene servi ces,
may polish and snooth restorations, may performroot planing and soft
ti ssue curettage, and other dental hygiene services not specifically
excl uded by | aw

Dental hygienists shall not performthe foll ow ng dental services
or dental procedures:

(a) Any surgical renoval of tissue of the oral cavity;

(b) Any prescription of drugs or nedications requiring the witten
order or prescription of a licensed dentist or physician, but a
licensed dental hygienist nmay dispense prescribed |egend drugs for
preventive dental hygi ene services;

(c) Any diagnosis for dental treatnent or dental treatnent
pl anni ng; or

(d) The taking of any inpression of the teeth or jaw, or the
rel ati onships of the teeth or jaws, for the purpose of fabricating any
intra-oral restoration, appliance, or prosthesis.

(2) Such l'icensed dental hygi enists may performservices under this
chapter either under the supervision of a dentist or unsupervised after
obt ai ni ng an unsupervi sed practi ce endorsenent fromthe dental hygi ene
qual ity assurance comm ssion.

(3) To obtain an unsupervised practice endorsenent, a hygienist
must provide to the dental hygiene quality assurance conmm ssion
sati sfactory evidence of: (a) Having attained local anesthetic
adm ni stration education in an accredited dental hygi ene programor its
equi valent; (b) having established energency, health care provider
referral, and patient record protocols; and (c) having practiced,
including |ocal anesthetic admnistration, for at least five years,
under supervision of a licensed dentist or a licensed dental hygieni st
practicing unsupervi sed under this chapter

(4) A dental hygienist |icensed under this chapter shall be
responsible for conpleting a dental hygiene assessnment and dental
hygi ene treatnment plan for each patient.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 3. Dental hygienists practicing in unsupervised
settings under RCW 18. 29. 056 before the effective date of this section
shall be given an endorsenent for wunsupervised practice upon
application to the dental hygiene quality assurance conmm ssion.
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NEW SECTI ON\. Sec. 4. The dental hygiene quality assurance
commi ssion shall provide fornms for application under section 3 of this
act before the effective date of section 3 of this act.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 5. An unlicensed person may not perform
services authorized in section 2 of this act.

Sec. 6. RCW18.29.021 and 1996 ¢ 191 s 10 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The departnent shall issue a license to any applicant who, as
determned by the ((seeretary)) dental hygiene quality assurance
conmi ssi on:

(a) Has successfully conpl eted an educational program approved by
the ((seeretary)) dental hygiene quality assurance comm ssion. This
educati onal programshall include course work enconpassi ng the subject
areas within the scope of the license to practice dental hygiene in the
state of Washi ngt on;

(b) Has successfully conpleted an exam nation adm nistered or
approved by the dental hygiene ((examnng—ecommttee)) quality
assurance conm ssion; and

(c) Has not engaged in unprofessional conduct or is not unable to

practice with reasonable skill and safety as a result of a physical or
ment al i npai rment.
(2) Applications for licensure nmust conply wth admnistrative

procedures, adm ni strative requirenents, and fees establ i shed accordi ng
to RCW 43. 70. 250 and 43. 70. 280.

Sec. 7. RCW18.29.045 and 1991 ¢ 3 s 47 are each anmended to read
as follows:

An applicant holding a valid license and currently engaged in
practice in another state nmay be granted a |license wi thout exam nation
required by this chapter, on the paynent of any required fees, if the
( ( seeretary—tn—econsultat+en—wth—t-he—advisery—commttee)) dental
hygi ene quality assurance conm ssion determ nes that the other state’s
licensing standards are substantively equivalent to the standards in

this state: PROVIDED, That the ((seeretary—+n—econsultation—wth—the

advisery—conmttee)) dental hygiene quality assurance conmmi SSion nay
require the applicant to: (1) File with the ((seeretary)) denta

hygi ene quality assurance conmm ssion docunentation certifying the
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applicant is licensed to practice in another state; and (2) provide
information as the ((seeretary)) dental hygiene quality assurance
comm ssi on deens necessary pertaining to the conditions and criteria of

the uniformdisciplinary act, chapter 18.130 RCWand to denonstrate to
the ((seeretary)) dental hygiene quality assurance conmmssion a
know edge of Washington law pertaining to the practice of dental
hygi ene.

Sec. 8. RCW18.29.060 and 1991 ¢ 3 s 48 are each anended to read
as follows:
Upon passing an examnation and neeting the requirenents as

provided in RCW 18. 29. 021, the ((seeretary—of—health)) dental hygi ene

gual ity assurance conm ssion shall issue to the successful applicant a

license as dental hygienist. The license shall be displayed in a
conspi cuous place in the operation room where such |icensee shal
practice.

Sec. 9. RCW18.29.071 and 1996 ¢ 191 s 11 are each anended to read
as follows:

The ((seeretary)) dental hygiene quality assurance conm ssi on shal
establish the adm nistrative procedures, adm nistrative requirenents,
and fees for renewal of licenses as provided in this chapter and i n RCW
43.70. 250 and 43. 70. 280.

Sec. 10. RCW18.29.100 and 1991 ¢ 3 s 50 are each anended to read
as follows:

Any person who shall violate any provision of this chapter shall be
guilty of a m sdeneanor. It shall be the duty of the prosecuting
attorney of each county to prosecute all cases involving a violation of
this chapter arising within his or her county. The attorney general
may assi st in such prosecutions and shall appear at all hearings when

requested to do so by the ((seeretary—of—health)) dental hyqgiene

qual ity assurance conmni SSion.

Sec. 11. RCW18.29.110 and 1991 ¢ 3 s 51 are each anended to read
as foll ows:

There shall be a dental hygiene ((examning—ecommttee)) quality
assurance comm ssion consisting of three practicing dental hygienists

and one public nmenber appointed by the ((seeretary)) governor, to be
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known as the Washi ngton dental hygi ene ((examning—econmmttee)) quality
assurance conm ssion. Each dental hygi ene nenber shall be |icensed and

have been actively practicing dental hygiene for a period of not |ess
than five years in Washington state i nmedi ately before appoi nt nent and
shall not be connected with any dental hygi ene school. The public
menber shall not be connected with any dental hygiene program or
engaged i n any practice or business related to dental hygi ene. Menbers
of the ((eemmttee)) comm ssion shall be appointed by the ((seeretary))
governor to prepare and conduct exam nations for dental hygiene
licensure and to conduct disciplinary procedures in conpliance with
chapter 18.130 RCW Menbers shall be appointed to serve for terns of
three years from Cctober 1 of the year in which they are appointed.
Ternms of the nenbers shall be staggered. Each nenber shall hold office
for the termof his or her appointnent and until his or her successor
is appointed and qualified. Any nenber of the ((eemmttee)) denta
hygiene quality assurance commission my be renoved by the
((seeretary)) governor for neglect of duty, m sconduct, nmal feasance, or
m sfeasance in office, after being given a witten statenment of the
charges against him or her and sufficient opportunity to be heard
t hereon. Menbers of the ((eemmttee)) comm ssion shall be conpensated
in accordance with RCW 43.03.240 and shall be reinbursed for trave
expenses in accordance with RCW 43.03. 050 and 43. 03. 060.

Sec. 12. RCW18.29.120 and 1995 ¢ 198 s 5 are each amended to read
as foll ows:

The (( : Leaei en el i I | hva

examn-ng—ecommttee)) dental hygiene quality assurance conm sSion
shal | :

(1) Adopt rules in accordance wth chapter 34.05 RCW necessary to
prepare and conduct exam nations for dental hygiene |icensure;

(2) Require an applicant for licensure to pass an exam nation
consisting of witten and practical tests upon such subjects and of
such scope as the ((eemmttee)) conm ssion determ nes;

(3) Set the standards for passage of the exam nation;

(4) Admnister at least two exam nations each calendar year.
Addi ti onal exam nations nmay be given as necessary; ((and))

(5) Establish by rule the procedures for an appeal of an
exam nation failure; and
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(6) Conduct disciplinary hearings in conpliance with chapter 18.130
RCW

Sec. 13. RCW18.29.130 and 1991 ¢ 3 s 53 are each anended to read
as follows:

In addition to any other authority provided by law, the
((seeretary)) dental hygiene quality assurance comm SSion nmay:

(1) Adopt rules in accordance wth chapter 34.05 RCW necessary to
i npl enent this chapter;

(2) Establish fornms necessary to adm nister this chapter;

(3) Issue a license to any applicant who has net the education and
exam nation requirenments for licensure and deny a |license to applicants
who do not neet the mnimumaqualifications for |icensure. Proceedings
concerning the denial of |icenses based on unprofessional conduct or
i npaired practice shall be governed by the uniformdisciplinary act,
chapter 18.130 RCW

(4) Enploy clerical, admnistrative, and investigative staff as
needed to i nplenment and adm nister this chapter and hire individuals,
i ncludi ng those |licensed under this chapter, to serve as exam ners or
consultants as necessary to inplenent and adm nister this chapter;

(5) Maintain the official departnental record of all applicants and
| i censees;

(6) Establish, by rule, the mninum education requirenents for
licensure, including but not Ilimted to approval of educational
prograns; and

(7) Establish and i npl enrent by rul e a continui ng educati on program

Sec. 14. RCW18.29.140 and 1991 ¢ 3 s 54 are each anended to read
as follows:

The ((seeretary)) dental hygiene quality assurance conm ssion shal
establish by rule the standards and procedures for approval of
educati onal progranms and nay contract with individuals or organi zati ons
having expertise in the profession or in education to report to the
((seeretary)) dental hygiene quality assurance comm ssion information
necessary for the ((seeretary)) dental hygiene quality assurance
comm ssion to evaluate the educational prograns. The ((seeretary))
dental hygiene quality assurance comm ssion may establish a fee for
educati onal program eval uati on. The fee shall be set to defray the
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adm ni strative costs for eval uati ng the educati onal program i ncl udi ng,
but not limted to, costs for site eval uation.

Sec. 15. RCW18.29.150 and 1991 ¢ 3 s 55 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The ((seeretary)) dental hygiene quality assurance conmm SSion
shal | establish the date and | ocation of the exam nation. Applicants
who neet the education requirenents for |icensure shall be schedul ed
for the next exam nation followng the filing of the application. The
((seeretary)) dental hygiene quality assurance conmm ssion shal
establish by rule the exam nation application deadline.

(2) The exam nation shall contain subjects appropriate to the scope
of practice and on laws in the state of Washington regul ati ng dent al
hygi ene practi ce.

(3) The ((eemwmttee)) commssion shall establish by rule the
requi renents for a reexamnation if the applicant has failed the
exam nati on

(4) The ((eemwmttee)) comm ssion nay approve an exam nation
prepared or adm nistered by a private testing agency or associ ati on of
licensing authorities.

Sec. 16. RCW18.29.160 and 1991 ¢ 3 s 56 are each anended to read
as follows:

The ((seeretary)) dental hygiene quality assurance conm SSion,
menbers of the ((eemmttee)) conmm ssion, and individuals acting on
their behalf are inmmune from suit in any action, civil or crimnal
based on any acts perforned in the course of their duties.

Sec. 17. RCW18.29.180 and 1991 ¢ 3 s 57 are each anended to read
as follows:

The foll ow ng practices, acts, and operations are excepted fromthe
operation of this chapter:

(1) The practice of dental hygiene in the discharge of officia
duties by dental hygienists in the United States arned services, coast
guard, public health services, veterans’ bureau, or bureau of Indian
affairs;

(2) Dental hygi ene prograns approved by the ((seeretary)) dental
hygi ene qual ity assurance conm ssion and the practice of dental hygi ene
by students in dental hygi ene prograns approved by the ((seeretary))
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dental hygiene quality assurance comm ssion, when acting under the

direction and supervision of persons |icensed under chapter 18.29 or
18.32 RCW acting as instructors.

Sec. 18. RCW18.29.190 and 1993 ¢ 323 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The departnment shall issue a tenporary |icense w thout the
exam nation required by this chapter to any applicant who, as
determined by the ((seeretary)) dental hygiene quality assurance
conmi ssi on:

(a) Holds a valid license in another state that allows the scope of
practice in subsection (3)(a) through (j) of this section;

(b) I's currently engaged in active practice in another state. For
the purposes of this section, "active practice" neans five hundred
si xty hours of practice in the preceding twenty-four nonths;

(c) Files with the ((seeretary)) dental hygiene quality assurance

conmi ssi on docunentation certifying that the applicant:

(i) Has graduated froman accredited dental hygi ene school approved
by the ((seeretary)) dental hygiene quality assurance com SSion;

(i1) Has successfully conpleted the dental hygi ene national board
exam nation; and

(iii1) I's licensed to practice in another state;

(d) Provides information as the ((seeretary)) dental hygiene

guality assurance conm ssion deens necessary pertaining to the
conditions and criteria of the uniformdisciplinary act, chapter 18. 130
RCW

(e) Denonstrates to the ((seeretary)) dental hygiene quality
assurance conm ssion a know edge of WAashington state | aw pertaining to
the practice of dental hygiene, including the adm nistration of |egend
drugs;

(f) Pays any required fees; and

(g) Meets requirenents for AIDS educati on.

(2) The termof the tenporary |icense issued under this sectionis
ei ghteen nonths and it is nonrenewabl e.

(3) Aperson practicingwth atenporary |license granted under this
section has the authority to perform hygiene procedures that are
limted to:

(a) Oral inspection and neasuring of periodontal pockets;

(b) Patient education in oral hygiene;

HB 1561 p. 8



©O© 00 N O Ol WDN P

NNNNNNRRRRRRRRR R
ga » W NP O O 0o ~NO” U A WDN - O

26
27
28
29
30

31
32
33
34
35

(c) Taking intra-oral and extra-oral radiographs;

(d) Applying topical preventive or prophylactic agents;

(e) Polishing and snoothing restorations;

(f) Oral prophylaxis and renoval of deposits and stains fromthe
surface of the teeth;

(g) Recording health histories;

(h) Taking and recording bl ood pressure and vital signs;

(1) Perform ng subgingival and supragingival scaling; and

(j) Perform ng root planing.

(4)(a) A person practicing wwith a tenporary |icense granted under
this section may not performthe foll ow ng dental hygi ene procedures
unl ess authorized in (b) or (c) of this subsection:

(1) Gve injections of |ocal anesthetic;

(ii) Place restorations into the cavity prepared by a |icensed
dentist and afterwards carve, contour, and adjust contacts and
occlusion of the restoration;

(1i1) Soft tissue curettage; or

(iv) Adm nister nitrous oxide/ oxygen anal gesi a.

(b) A person licensed in another state who can denonstrate
substantively equivalent |icensing standards in the adm nistration of
| ocal anesthetic may receive a tenporary endorsenent to adm nister
| ocal anest hesi a.

(c) A person licensed in another state who can denonstrate
substantively equival ent |icensing standards in restorative procedures
may receive a tenporary endorsenent for restorative procedures.

Sec. 19. RCW18.29.210 and 1993 ¢ 323 s 4 are each amended to read
as foll ows:

The (( : Leaei b the d | v -

conmmttee)) dental hygiene quality assurance conmm ssion shall devel op
rules and definitions to inplenent this chapter.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 20. The followng acts or parts of acts are
each repeal ed:

(1) RCW18.29.050 and 1971 ex.s. ¢ 235 s 1, 1969 c 47 s 4, & 1923
c 16 s 27; and

(2) RCW18.29.056 and 1984 c 279 s 63.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 21. Sections 1 through 5 of this act are each
added to chapter 18.29 RCW

NEW SECTION. Sec. 22. Section 4 of this act is necessary for the
i mredi ate preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or
support of the state governnent and its existing public institutions,
and takes effect July 1, 1997.

~-- END ---
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