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H 1103. 2

HOUSE BI LL 1489

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Chandler, Linville, L. Thomas, Reans, Shel don,
Cairnes, McMorris, Veloria and Schoesl er

Read first tinme 01/28/97. Referred to Commttee on Agriculture &
Ecol ogy.

AN ACT Relating to public works and water pollution control
fundi ng; anmending RCW 43. 155.070 and 70.146.070; and declaring an
ener gency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW43.155.070 and 1996 ¢ 168 s 3 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) To qualify for |loans or pledges under this chapter the board
must determne that a |ocal governnent neets all of the follow ng
condi tions:

(a) The city or county nust be inposing a tax under chapter 82.46
RCWat a rate of at |east one-quarter of one percent;

(b) The Il ocal governnent nust have devel oped a |long-term plan for
financi ng public works needs; and

(c) The | ocal government nust be using all |ocal revenue sources
whi ch are reasonably avail able for funding public works, taking into
consi deration |ocal enploynent and econonic factors((;—and
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adepted)) .
(2) The board shall develop a priority process for public works
projects as provided in this section. The intent of the priority

process is to maxim ze the val ue of public works projects acconplished
W th assi stance under this chapter. The board shall attenpt to assure
a geographi cal balance in assigning priorities to projects. The board
shall consider at least the followng factors in assigning a priority
to a project:

(a) Whether the |local governnment receiving assistance has
experienced severe fiscal distress resulting fromnatural disaster or
energency public works needs;

(b) Whether the project is critical in nature and would affect the
health and safety of a great nunber of citizens;

(c) The cost of the project conpared to the size of the |oca
gover nnment and anount of | oan noney avail abl e;

(d) The nunber of communities served by or funding the project;

(e) Whether the project is |ocated in an area of high unenpl oynent,
conpared to the average state unenpl oynment;

(f) Whet her the project is the acquisition, expansion, inprovenent,
or renovation by a | ocal governnment of a public water systemthat is in
violation of health and safety standards, including the cost of
extendi ng existing service to such a system

(g) The relative benefit of the project to the comunity,
considering the present | evel of economc activity in the community and
the existing local capacity to increase local economc activity in
comunities that have | ow econom c growt h; and

(h) Oher criteria that the board consi ders advi sabl e.

(3) Existing debt or financial obligations of |ocal governnents
shall not be refinanced under this chapter. Each | ocal governnent
appl i cant shall provide docunentation of attenpts to secure additional
| ocal or other sources of funding for each public works project for
whi ch financial assistance is sought under this chapter.

(4) Before Novenber 1 of each year, the board shall develop and
submt to the appropriate fiscal commttees of the senate and house of
representatives a description of the | oans made under RCW 43. 155. 065,
43. 155. 068, and subsection (7) of this section during the preceding
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fiscal year and a prioritized list of projects which are recommended
for funding by the |l egislature, including one copy to the staff of each
of the commttees. The list shall include, but not be limted to, a
description of each project and recommended financing, the ternms and
conditions of the loan or financial guarantee, the |ocal governnent
jurisdiction and unenpl oynent rate, denonstration of the jurisdiction's
critical need for the project and docunentation of |ocal funds being
used to finance the public works project. The list shall also include
measures of fiscal capacity for each jurisdiction recomrended for
financi al assi stance, conpared to authorized limts and state averages,
including l|ocal governnent sales taxes; real estate excise taxes

property taxes; and charges for or taxes on sewerage, water, garbage,
and other utilities.

(5) The board shall not sign contracts or otherwise financially
obligate funds from the public works assistance account before the
| egi sl ature has appropriated funds for a specific |ist of public works
proj ects. The |legislature my renove projects from the |Iist
recommended by the board. The |egislature shall not change the order
of the priorities recommended for funding by the board.

(6) Subsection (5) of this section does not apply to |oans nade
under RCW 43. 155. 065, 43.155.068, and subsection (7) of this section.

(7)(a) Loans made for the purpose of capital facilities plans shall
be exenpted fromsubsection (5) of this section. In no case shall the
total anount of funds utilized for capital facilities plans and
energency | oans exceed the limtation in RCW43. 155. 065.

(b) For the purposes of this section "capital facilities plans”
means t hose pl ans required by the growt h nmanagenent act, chapter 36. 70A
RCW and pl ans required by the public works board for | ocal governnents
not subject to the growth managenent act.

(8) To qualify for loans or pledges for solid waste or recycling
facilities under this chapter, a city or county nust denonstrate that
the solid waste or recycling facility is consistent with and necessary
to i nplenent the conprehensive solid waste managenent plan adopted by
the city or county under chapter 70.95 RCW

Sec. 2. RCW70.146.070 and 1991 sp.s. ¢ 32 s 24 are each anended
to read as foll ows:

When maki ng grants or | oans for water pollution control facilities,
t he departnent shall consider the foll ow ng:
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(1) The protection of water quality and public health;

(2) The cost to residential ratepayers if they had to finance water
pollution control facilities without state assistance;

(3) Actions required under federal and state permts and conpli ance
orders;

(4) The level of local fiscal effort by residential ratepayers
since 1972 in financing water pollution control facilities;

(5) The extent to which the applicant county or city, or if the
applicant is another public body, the extent to which the county or
city in which the applicant public body is |ocated, has established
prograns to mtigate nonpoint pollution of the surface or subterranean
wat er sought to be protected by the water pollution control facility
named in the application for state assistance; and

(6) The recomendations of the Puget Sound ((water—eqgualty
adt-her+ty)) action team and any other board, council, comm ssion, or

group established by the legislature or a state agency to study water
pollution control issues in the state.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 3. This act is necessary for the imedi ate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnment and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
i mredi atel y.

~-- END ---
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