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HOUSE BI LL 1474

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Reans, Cairnes, Lisk, Sherstad, Shel don, Sheahan,
Penni ngton, Hatfield, Koster, Dunn, Doumt, MMorris, Al exander,
Thonpson, Bush, MDonal d, Delvin, Wensman and Milli ken

Read first tine 01/28/97. Referred to Commttee on Government Reform
& Land Use.

AN ACT Rel ating to i ncreasing categorical exenptions fromthe state
environmental policy act within areas designated as urban growt h areas
under the growth managenent act; and adding a new section to chapter
43.21C RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEWSECTION. Sec. 1. A newsectionis added to chapter 43.21C RCW
to read as foll ows:

The departnent of ecol ogy shall adopt rul es increasing categorical
exenptions for mnor new construction and mnor |and use decisions
within urban growth areas designated under RCW 36.70A. 110 beyond
categorical exenptions for mnor new construction and m nor |and use
decisions in any area outside of those designated urban grow h areas.

These rules shall provide for increased |levels of mnor new
construction and m nor | and use decisions that are categorically exenpt
wi thin an urban growt h area and expand the authority of a county, city,
or town to raise the exenption l|level for mnor new construction
activities and mnor land use decisions occurring within an urban
gromh area beyond the level specified by the departnent. At a
m ni mum the increase in mnor new construction and m nor new | and use
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decisions that are categorically exenpt within an urban growh area
shal | include approvals of the: (1) Construction of or |ocation of any
residential structures of ten or fewer dwelling units; (2) construction
of an office, school, commercial, recreational, service, or storage
buil ding with eight thousand or fewer square feet of gross floor area,
and with associated parking facilities; (3) construction of a parking
| ot designed for forty or fewer autonobiles; and (4) division of |and
into ten or fewer lots or parcels.

~-- END ---
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