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HOUSE BI LL 1466

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Sunp, Sheldon, Gant, Hatfield, Delvin and
Penni ngt on

Read first time 01/28/97. Referred to Comm ttee on Natural Resources.

AN ACT Relating to surface m ning; and anmendi ng RCW 78. 44. 131 and
78. 44. 085.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW78.44.131 and 1994 ¢ 232 s 24 are each anended to read
as follows:

The need for, and the practicability of, reclamation shall control
the type and degree of reclamation in any specific instance. However,
the basic objective of reclamation is to reestablish on a continuing
basis the vegetative cover, slope stability, water conditions, and
safety conditions suitable to the proposed subsequent use consi stent
with local |and use plans for the surface mne site.

Each permt holder shall conply with the mninmum reclamation
standards in effect on the date the permt was issued and any
addi tional reclamation standards set forth in the approved recl amati on
pl an. The departnment may nodify, on a site specific basis, the m ni mum

reclamation standards for netals mning and mlling operations
regul ated under chapter 232, Laws of 1994 in order to achieve the
reclamation and closure objectives of that chapter. The basic

obj ective of reclamation for these operations is the reestablishnment on
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a continuing basis of vegetative cover, slope stability, water
condi tions, and safety conditions.

Recl amation activities, particularly those relating to control of
erosion and mtigation of inpacts of mning to adjacent areas, shall,
to the extent feasible, be conducted sinultaneously with surface
mning, and in any case shall be initiated at the earliest possible
time after conpletion of surface mning on any segnent of the permt
ar ea.

Al reclamation activities shall be conpleted not nore than two
years after conpl eti on or abandonnment of surface m ning on each segnent
of the area for which a reclamation permt is in force.

((

Sec. 2. RCW78.44.085 and 1996 ¢ 70 s 1 are each anmended to read
as follows:

(1) An applicant for a public or private reclanmation permt shal
pay an application fee to the departnent before being granted a surface
mning permt. The anount of the application fee shall be six hundred
fifty dollars.

(2) After June 30, 1993, each public or private permt hol der shal
pay an annual permt fee of six hundred fifty dollars. The annua
permt fee shall be payable to the departnent on the first anniversary
of the permt date and each year thereafter. Annual fees paid by a
county for m nes used exclusively for public works projects and havi ng
| ess than seven acres of disturbed area per mne shall not exceed one
t housand dollars. Annual fees are waived for all mnes used primarily
for public works projects if the mnes are owned and primarily operated
by counties with 1993 popul ati ons of | ess than twenty t housand persons.

(3) After July 1, 1995, the departnment may nodify annual permt
fees by rule if:

(a) The total annual permt fees are reasonably related to the
approximate costs of admnistering the departnment’s surface m ning
regul atory program

(b) The annual fee does not exceed five thousand dollars; and

HB 1466 p. 2



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

e T
w N R O

(c) The mnes are small mnes in renpte areas that are used
primarily for public service, then |ower annual permt fees my be
est abl i shed.

(4) Appeal s fromany determ nati on of the departnent shall not stay
the requirenent to pay any annual permt fee. Failure to pay the
annual fee nmay constitute grounds for an order to suspend surface
m ning or cancellation of the reclanmation permt as provided in this
chapter.

(5 Al fees collected by the departnent shall be deposited into
the surface mning reclamation account.
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