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HOUSE BI LL 1435

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives D. Schm dt, Scott and Honeyford

Read first tine 01/27/97. Referred to Commttee on Governnent
Adm ni strati on.

AN ACT Rel ating to clarifying and harnoni zi ng provi sions affecting
cities and towns; anmending RCW 19.16.500, 39.30.010, 41.04.190,
35.27.070, 35.07.040, 9.41.050, and 35A.12.010; addi ng a new section to
chapter 35.23 RCW and repealing RCW35.07.030, 35.17.160, 35.23.390,
and 35. 23. 400.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW19.16.500 and 1982 ¢ 65 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Agencies, departnents, taxing districts, political subdivisions
of the state, counties, and incorporated cities may retain, by witten
contract, collection agencies licensed under this chapter for the
pur pose of collecting public debts owed by any person.

(2) No debt may be assigned to a collection agency unless (a) there
has been an attenpt to advise the debtor (i) of the existence of the
debt and (ii) that the debt nay be assigned to a collection agency for
collection if the debt is not paid, and (b) at least thirty days have
el apsed fromthe tine the notice was sent.
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(3) Collection agencies assigned debts under this section shal
have only those renedi es and powers whi ch woul d be avail able to themas
assi gnees of private creditors.

(4) For purposes of this section, the term debt shall include
fines, fees, penalties, costs, assessnents, and ot her debts.

(5) The costs involved in the collection of the debts through the
use of a collection agency are costs that shall be added to and
included in the debt to be paid by the debtor.

Sec. 2. RCW39.30.010 and 1970 ex.s. ¢ 42 s 26 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Any city or town or netropolitan park district or county or library
district nay execute an executory conditional sales contract with a
county or counties, the state or any of its political subdivisions, the
governnment of the United States, or any private party for the purchase
of any real or personal property, or property rights in connection with
the exercise of any powers or duties which they now or hereafter are
aut horized to exercise, if the entire anmount of the purchase price
specified in such contract does not result in a total indebtedness in
excess of ((three-fourths—oef)) one and one-half percent of the val ue of
t he taxabl e property in such city or town or netropolitan park district
or county or library district: PROVI DED, That if such a proposed
contract would result in a total indebtedness in excess of ((three—
foeurths—oef)) one and one-half percent of the value of the taxable
property of such city or town or netropolitan park district or county
or library district, as the case nay be, a proposition in regard to
whet her or not such a contract nmay be executed shall be submtted to
the voters for approval or rejection in the sane manner that bond
i ssues for capital purposes are submtted to the voters: PROVI DED
FURTHER, That any city or town or netropolitan park district or county
or library district may jointly execute contracts authorized by this
section, if the entire anmount of the purchase price does not result in
a joint total indebtedness in excess of ((three—fourths—of)) one and
one-hal f percent of the value of the taxable property in such city or
town or netropolitan park district or county or library district. The
term "val ue of the taxable property" shall have the neaning set forth
in RCW 39. 36. 015.
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Sec. 3. RCW41.04.190 and 1996 c¢ 230 s 1610 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The cost of a policy or plan to a public agency or body is not
addi tional conpensation to the enpl oyees or elected officials covered
thereby. The elected officials to whomthis section applies include
but are not limted to comm ssioners el ected under chapters 28A. 315,
52. 14, 53.12, 54.12, 57.12, 70.44, and 87.03 RCW as well as any county
elected officials who are provided insurance coverage under RCW
41.04.180, and those city officials elected under chapters 35.22,
35.23, 35.27, 35A.12, and 35A.13 RCW Any officer authorized to
di sburse such funds may pay in whole or in part to an i nsurance carrier
or health care service contractor the anount of the prem uns due under
the contract.

Sec. 4. RCW35.27.070 and 1993 ¢ 47 s 2 are each anmended to read
as follows:

The governnent of a town shall be vested in a mayor and a counci
consisting of five nenbers and a treasurer, all elective; the mayor
shal | appoint a clerk and a marshal; and nmay appoint a town attorney,
pound master, street superintendent, a civil engineer, and such police
and ot her subordinate officers and enpl oyees as may be provided for by
ordi nance. All appointive officers and enpl oyees shall hold office at
the pleasure of the mayor, subject to any applicable law, rule, or
regulation relating to civil service, and shall not be subject to
confirmati on by the town council.

Sec. 5. RCW35.07.040 and 1965 ¢ 7 s 35.07.040 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

( (H—the—apptiecable—census—shows—a—populat+on—oft—tess—thanfour
theusand;-)) The council shall cause an election to be called upon the
proposition of disincorporation. If the city or town has any
i ndebt edness or outstanding liabilities, it shall order the el ection of
a receiver at the sane tine.

Sec. 6. RCW9.41.050 and 1996 ¢ 295 s 4 are each anmended to read
as follows:

(1)(a) Except in the person’s place of abode or fixed place of
busi ness, a person shall not carry a pistol concealed on his or her
person without a license to carry a conceal ed pistol.

p. 3 HB 1435



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

W W W W W W WwWwWWwWwWwWMNDNDNDNDNMDMNDNDNDNDNMNNMDNNMNMNNMNMNNNREPRPRPPRPPRPEPRPPERPPRPRPRERPR
©O© 00 N O Ol WNPEFEP O O 0w NO UG P WODNPEFEP O OOWwWNO O M owWwDNPEF, O

(b) Every licensee shall have his or her conceal ed pistol |icense
in his or her imedi ate possession at all tinmes that he or she is
required by this section to have a conceal ed pistol |icense and shal
di splay the sanme upon demand to any police officer or to any other
person when and if required by law to do so. Any violation of this
subsection (1)(b) shall be a class 1 civil infraction under chapter
((#84)) 7.80 RCWand shall be puni shed accordi ngly pursuant to chapter
((#~84)) 7.80 RCW and the infraction rules for courts of linted
jurisdiction.

(2) A person shall not carry or place a |oaded pistol in any
vehicle unless the person has a license to carry a conceal ed pisto
and: (a) The pistol is on the licensee’ s person, (b) the licensee is
within the vehicle at all tines that the pistol is there, or (c) the
licensee is away fromthe vehicle and the pistol is |ocked wthin the
vehi cl e and conceal ed fromview from outside the vehicle.

(3) A person at | east eighteen years of age who i s i n possession of
an unl oaded pistol shall not |eave the unloaded pistol in a vehicle
unl ess the unl oaded pistol is |locked within the vehicle and conceal ed
fromview from outside the vehicle.

(4) Except as otherwise provided in this chapter, no person my
carry a firearmunless it is unl oaded and encl osed i n an opaque case or
secure w apper or the person is:

(a) Licensed under RCW9.41.070 to carry a conceal ed pistol;

(b) I'n attendance at a hunter’s safety course or a firearns safety
cour se;

(c) Engaging in practice in the use of a firearmor target shooting
at an established range authorized by the governing body of the
jurisdiction in which such range is | ocated or any other area where the
di scharge of a firearmis not prohibited;

(d) Engaging in an organi zed conpetition involving the use of a
firearm or participating in or practicing for a performance by an
organi zed group that uses firearns as a part of the perfornmance;

(e) Engaging in a lawful outdoor recreational activity such as
hunting, fishing, canping, hiking, or horseback riding, only if,
considering all of the attendant circunstances, including but not
limted to whether the person has a valid hunting or fishing |icense,
it is reasonable to conclude that the person is participating in |awful
outdoor activities or is traveling to or from a legitimte outdoor
recreation area;
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(f) I'n an area where the discharge of a firearmis permtted, and
i's not trespassing;

(g) Traveling wth any unl oaded firearmin the person’s possession
to or fromany activity described in (b), (c), (d), (e), or (f) of this
subsection, except as provided in (h) of this subsection;

(h) Traveling in a notor vehicle with a firearm other than a
pistol, that is unloaded and | ocked in the trunk or other conpartnent
of the vehicle, placed in a gun rack, or otherwi se secured in place in
a vehicle, provided that this subsection (4)(h) does not apply to notor
homes if the firearns are not within the driver’s conpartnent of the
nmot or honme while the vehicle is in operation. Notw thstanding (a) of
this subsection, and subject to federal and state park regul ations
regardi ng firearm possession therein, a notor hone shall be considered
a residence when parked at a recreational park, canpground, or other
tenporary residential setting for the purposes of enforcenment of this
chapter;

(1) On real property under the control of the person or a relative
of the person;

(j) At his or her residence;

(k) I's a menber of the arnmed forces of the United States, national
guard, or organi zed reserves, when on duty;

(I') I's a law enforcenent officer;

(m Carrying a firearm from or to a vehicle for the purpose of
taking or renoving the firearmto or from a place of business for
repair; or

(n) An armed private security guard or arned private detective
licensed by the departnent of licensing, while on duty or enroute to
and from enpl oynent.

(5) Violation of any of the prohibitions of subsections (2) through
(4) of this section is a m sdeneanor.

(6) Nothing in this section permts the possession of firearns
illegal to possess under state or federal |aw

(7) Any city, town, or county may enact an ordinance to exenpt
itself fromthe prohibition of subsection (4) of this section

Sec. 7. RCW 35A.12.010 and 1994 c 223 s 30 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The governnent of any noncharter code city or charter code city
el ecting to adopt the mayor-council plan of governnent authorized by
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this chapter shall be vested in an elected mayor and an elected
counci | . The council of a noncharter code city having |ess than
twenty-five hundred inhabitants shall consist of five nenbers; when
there are twenty-five hundred or nore inhabitants, the council shal
consi st of seven nenbers((:—PROWBED—TFhat)) . A city with a
population of |less than twenty-five hundred at the tinme of
reclassification as an optional municipal code city may choose to
mai ntai n a seven-nenber council. The deci sion concerning the nunber of
counci l menbers shall be made by the council and be incorporated as a
section of the ordinance adopting for the city the classification of
noncharter code city. |If the population of a city after having becone
a code city decreases fromtwenty-five hundred or nore to |less than
twenty-five hundred, it shall continue to have a seven nenber council .
|f, after a city has becone a mayor-council code city, its popul ation
increases to twenty-five hundred or nore inhabitants, the nunber of
councilmanic offices in such city may increase from five to seven
menbers upon the affirmative vote of a mgjority of the existing counci
to increase the nunber of councilmanic offices in the city. Wen the
popul ation of a mayor-council code city having five council mnic
offices increases to five thousand or nore inhabitants, the nunber of
councilmanic offices in the city shall increase from five to seven
menbers. In the event of an increase in the nunber of council manic
offices, the city council shall, by majority vote, pursuant to RCW
35A. 12. 050, appoint two persons to serve in these offices until the
next muni ci pal general election, at which el ection one person shall be
el ected for a two-year termand one person shall be elected for a four-
year term The nunber of inhabitants shall be determ ned by the nost
recent official state or federal census or determnation by the state
of fice of financial managenent. A charter adopted under the provisions
of this title, incorporating the mayor-council plan of governnent set
forth in this chapter, my provide for an uneven nunber of
counci | mrenbers not exceedi ng el even.

A noncharter code city of |less than five thousand i nhabitants which
has el ected the mayor-council plan of governnment and which has seven
council manic offices may establish a five-nenber council in accordance
with the foll owi ng procedure. At |east six nonths prior to a nunici pal
general election, the city council shall adopt an ordi nance providi ng
for reduction in the nunber of councilmanic offices to five. The
ordi nance shall specify which two councilmanic offices, the terns of
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whi ch expire at the next general election, are to be termnated. The
ordi nance shall provide for the renunbering of council positions and
shal |l also provide for a two-year extension of the termof office of a
retai ned council manic office, if necessary, in order to conply with RCW
35A. 12. 040.

However, a noncharter code city that has retained its old mayor-
council plan of governnent, as provided in RCW 35A 02.130, is subject
to the laws applicable to that old plan of governnment.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 8. A new section is added to chapter 35.23 RCW
to read as foll ows:

No person is eligible to hold an elective office in a second cl ass
city unless the person is a resident and elector in the city.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 9. The following acts or parts of acts are each
r epeal ed:

(1) ROW 35.07.030 and 1965 ¢ 7 s 35.07. 030;
(2) RCW35.17.160 and 1965 ¢ 7 s 35.17. 160;
(3) ROW35.23.390 and 1965 ¢ 7 s 35.23.390; and
(4) ROW 35.23.400 and 1965 ¢ 7 s 35.23. 400.
~-- END ---

p. 7 HB 1435



