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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 1428

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Commttee on Natural Resources (originally sponsored by
Representatives Van Luven and Regal a; by request of Conm ssioner of
Publ ic Lands and Departnent of Natural Resources)

Read first tine 03/05/97.

AN ACT Rel ating to condom ni umand cooperative | easehold interests
in state-owned aquatic |and; and creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW_SECTI ON. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that a nunber of
different parties have expressed concerns this |egislative session
regardi ng the | easi ng and managenent policies for state-owned aquatic
| ands. Concerns have been raised by the departnent of natural
resources over |ease-related activities taking place on state-owned
aquatic lands that may be detrinental to the public interest. Concerns
have been rai sed by port districts regardi ng the nanagenent agreenents
port districts may enter into with the departnent of natural resources.
Concerns have al so been rai sed by | essees of state-owned aquatic | ands.
The legislature finds that it would be worthwhile to revisit the
aquatic |l ands policies adopted by the | egislature in 1984 regardi ng t he
managenent and | easi ng policies of state-owned aquatic | ands. Because
of the conplexity of these issues alone, the | egislature does not find
it necessary at this tine to review policies on the sale of valuable
materials from state-owned aquatic | ands.
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NEW_SECTI ON. Sec. 2. (1) There is created a joint select
commttee on aquatic lands to study |easing and nmanagenent i ssues
related to state-owned aquatic |ands. The commttee shall consist of
four menbers. Two nenbers shall be fromthe house of representatives,
one from each caucus, appointed by the speaker of the house of
representatives. Two nenbers shall be fromthe senate, one from each
caucus, appointed by the president of the senate. The commttee shal
select a chair and vice-chair fromits nenbership.

(2) The commttee shall conduct a broad review of the statutes and
policies currently in place regardi ng the managenent and the | easi ng of
st at e-owned aquatic | ands, particularly those policies reflected in RCW
79. 90. 450 t hrough 79.90.545. The comm ttee’'s review shall include but
not be limted to:

(a) The overall managenent guidelines for aquatic |ands expressed
in RCW 79. 90. 455;

(b) The definitions of water-dependent, water-oriented, and
nonwat er - dependent uses and the approaches taken to cal cul ate | ease
rates for those uses;

(c) Issues associated with the nmanagenent of state-owned aquatic
| ands by port districts; and

(d) The leasing of state-owned aquatic |ands by condom nium
cooperative |l easehold, and other simlar interests and the effects of
these types of |eases on the public interest.

(3) Staff support for the conmttee shall be provided by the house
of representatives office of program research and senate commttee
servi ces.

(4) The commttee shall report back to the legislature on the
findings fromits review and on any reconmended statutory changes by
Decenber 1, 1997.

(5) The commttee expires April 1, 1998.

--- END ---
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