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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 1416

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Commttee on Educati on (originally sponsored by
Representatives Milliken, Romero, Talcott, Cenents, Johnson, Costa,
Wl fe, Melke and Dunn)

Read first tine 03/05/97.

AN ACT Rel ating to recogni zi ng teachi ng degrees in deaf education
froma programapproved by the council on education of the deaf; adding
a new section to chapter 28A 410 RCW and creating a new section

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that an opportunity
exists to i nprove the overall educational devel opment of deaf and hard
of hearing children by increasing access to teachers who have been
trained at a coll ege or university approved by the council on education
of the deaf. Educators who received teacher training in a programfor
the deaf and hard of hearing are sensitive to the needs of deaf and
hard of hearing students and are able to provi de appropri ate strategies
to assist students in reacting and interacting with their environnent.
The legislature further finds that it is necessary to provi de deaf and
hard of hearing students with greater | earning opportunities to devel op
the unique strategies and perceptions shared in deaf culture and to
optimze their potential in today s world. It is the legislature’s
intent to increase these opportunities by elimnating identified
barriers to educators who are uniquely qualified to instruct students
who are deaf and hard of hearing.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 410
RCWto read as foll ows:

In establishing rules for certification, the state board of
education shall waive the special education endorsenent requirenments
for applicants who possess a baccal aureate or master’s degree in deaf
education from a teacher training program approved by the council on
education of the deaf, and who intend to provide instruction to deaf or
hard of hearing children.

~-- END ---
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