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HOUSE BI LL 1362

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives O enents, Skinner, Veloria, Tokuda, Mason, Poul sen,
O Brien, Costa, Bl alock, Cooper, Dickerson, Wod, Kenney and Kessl er

Read first time 01/23/97. Referred to Commttee on Appropriations.

AN ACT Relating to funding for mnority and wonen business
devel opnent; anmending RCW 43.31.0925, 43.31.093, 43.172.040, and
43. 172. 050; and meki ng appropri ations.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW43.31.0925 and 1993 ¢ 512 s 7 are each anended to read
as follows:

There is established within the ((departwent——s—businress—asststance
eenter)) departnent of community, trade, and econom c devel opnent the
mnority and wonen business devel opnent office. This office shall
provi de busi ness-rel ated assi stance to mnorities and wonen as well as
serve as an outreach program to increase mnority and wonmen-owned
busi nesses’ awar eness and use of exi sting busi ness assi stance servi ces.

Sec. 2. RCW43.31.093 and 1995 ¢ 399 s 71 are each anended to read
as follows:

The departnent of community, trade, and econom c devel opnent shal
contract wth public and private agencies, institutions, and
organi zati ons to conduct entrepreneurial training courses for mnority
and wonen-owned smal | businesses. The instruction shall be intensive,
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practi cal training courses in financing, mar ket i ng, managi ng,
accounting, and recordkeeping for a small business, with an enphasi s on
federal, state, local, or private prograns available to assist snall
busi nesses. The ((bustness—assistance—eenter)) departnent of
community, trade, and econoni c devel opnent may reconmend prof essi onal

instructors, with practical know edge and experience on how to start
and operate a business, to teach the courses. I nstruction shall be
offered in major popul ation centers throughout the state at tinmes and
| ocati ons which are convenient for mnority and wonen small business
owners and entrepreneurs.

Sec. 3. RCW 43.172.040 and 1993 ¢ 512 s 19 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The ((business—asststance—eenter)) departnent shall nodify the
entrepreneurial training course established in RCW43.31.093 in order
to provide instruction which is appropriate to the specific needs of
contracting businesses. This course of instruction shall be avail able
to resident mnority and wonen-owned smal | business contractors. The
instruction shall be intensive, practical training courses in
fi nanci ng, bidding for contracts, managi ng, accounti ng, and
recordkeeping for a contracting business, with an enphasis on federal,
state, local, or private prograns available to assist smal
contractors. The ((business—asststance—eenter)) departnent shal
appoi nt professional instructors, wth practical know edge and
experience in the field of small business contracting, to teach those
courses devel oped to neet the specific needs of contracting busi nesses.
I nstruction shall be offered in maj or popul ati on centers throughout the
state at tines and | ocations which are convenient for people in the
contracting business.

Sec. 4. RCW43.172.050 and 1993 ¢ 512 s 20 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Any resident mnority or wonmen-owned snal |l business contractor may
sel ect a key nmanagenent enpl oyee or enpl oyees to attend any course of
instruction established under RCW 43.31.093. Wen the records,
mai nt ai ned by the ((busthress—assistance—center)) departnent, indicate
that a key managenent enployee of a small contracting business has
attended all the courses offered, and has successfully conpl eted any
tests required, the departnent shall award the small contracting
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business a certificate of accreditation which acknow edges successf ul
conpl etion of the courses. The departnent may al so award a certificate
of accreditation if a review of the Kkey managenent enployee’s
educati on, experience, and business history indicates that the business
al ready possesses the know edge and skills offered through the course
of instruction, or if the key managenent enployee successfully
conpletes all tests required of those who attend the entrepreneuri al
trai ni ng course.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 5. The sum of one hundred forty thousand
dollars, or as much thereof as may be necessary, is appropriated for
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1998, from the general fund to the
departnent of community, trade, and econom c devel opnent for the
purposes of the mnority and wonen business developnent office
est abl i shed under RCW 43. 31. 0925.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 6. The sum of one hundred forty thousand
dollars, or as much thereof as may be necessary, is appropriated for
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1999, from the general fund to the
departnent of community, trade, and econom c devel opnent for the
purposes of the mnority and wonen business developnent office
est abl i shed under RCW 43. 31. 0925.

~-- END ---
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