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HOUSE BI LL 1315

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives D. Sommers, Sterk, Benson, Sheahan, Crouse,
Schoesl er and Mastin

Read first time 01/22/97. Referred to Commttee on Governnent
Adm ni strati on.

AN ACT Relating to the appointnment of county assessors; anendi ng
RCW 36. 16. 030; and addi ng a new section to chapter 36.21 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW36.16.030 and 1996 ¢ 108 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Except as provided el sewhere in this section, in every county
there shall be elected fromanong the qualified voters of the county a
county assessor, a county auditor, a county clerk, a county coroner,
three county conm ssioners, a county prosecuting attorney, a county
sheriff and a county treasurer, except that in each county with a
popul ation of less than forty thousand no coroner shall be el ected and
the prosecuting attorney shall be ex officio coroner. Whenever the
popul ation of a county increases to forty thousand or nore, the
prosecuting attorney shall continue as ex officio coroner until a
coroner is elected, at the next general election at which the office of
prosecuting attorney normally would be el ected, and assunes office as
provided in RCW29.04.170. 1In any county where the popul ati on has once
attained forty thousand people and a current coroner is in office and
a subsequent census indicates less than forty thousand people, the
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county legislative authority may maintain the office of coroner by
resolution or ordinance. |If the county |egislative authority has not
passed a resolution or enacted an ordinance to maintain the office of
coroner, the elected coroner shall remain in office for the remai nder
of the termfor which he or she was el ected, but no coroner shall be
el ected at the next election at which that office would otherw se be
filled and the prosecuting attorney shall be the ex officio coroner.
In a county with a population of two hundred fifty thousand or nore,
the county legislative authority may replace the office of coroner with
a nedi cal exam ner system and appoint a nedi cal exam ner as specified
in RCW 36. 24. 190.

(2) A noncharter county may have five county conm ssioners as
provided in RCW 36.32.010 and 36. 32. 055 through 36. 32. 0558.

(3) In a county with a population of two hundred t housand or nore,
the county legislative authority may appoint a county assessor as

specified in section 2 of this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 36.21 RCW
to read as foll ows:

In a county with a popul ati on of two hundred thousand or nore, the
county legislative authority may, upon mgjority vote at an election
called by the county |l egislative authority, adopt a systemunder which
a county assessor may be appointed. The county legislative authority
must adopt a resol ution or ordi nance that appoints a county assessor at
least thirty days before the first day of filing for the primry
el ection for county offices. |If a county adopts such a resolution or
ordi nance, the resolution or ordinance nust be referred to the voters
for confirmation or rejection at the next date for a special election
that is nore than forty-five days from the date the resolution or
ordi nance was adopted. |If the resolution or ordinance is approved by
majority vote, an election is not to be held for the position of county
assessor unless a resolution or ordinance reinstating an election is
approved by the voters.

~-- END ---

HB 1315 p. 2



