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HOUSE BI LL 1291

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Radcliff, D. Schmdt, OBrien, Costa, Linville,
Bal | asiotes, Morris, Mtchell, Wod, Scott, Bl al ock, Mason, Conway and
Kessl er

Read first tine 01/21/97. Referred to Comm ttee on Fi nance.

AN ACT Relating to affordable housing; adding a new section to
chapter 82.14 RCW and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature finds that:

(a) Reductions in federal funding have inpacted the ability of
| ocal governnents to neet the housing needs of very |owincone
househol ds and househol ds with special needs popul ati ons;

(b) More federal funding sources require | ocal governnments to neet
mat ching requirenents in order to receive funds; and

(c) The lack of fund sources at the local level limts the ability
of local governnments to |leverage limted federal funds.

(2) It is the intent of the legislature to:

(a) Devel op a source of funding that can be used to neet public and
private funding source matching requirenents for the devel opnent of
housing for very |owincome households and households wth special
needs popul ati ons; and

(b) Encourage the devel opnent of |ocally based affordabl e housing
financi ng pl ans designed to expand the availability of housing that is
decent, safe, affordable, and appropriate to the living needs of very
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| owi ncome househol ds and househol ds with special needs popul ations in
t he county.

NEW SECTION.. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 82.14 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The legislative authority of a county may inpose a sales and
use tax in accordance with the terns of this chapter. The tax is in
addition to other taxes authorized by |aw and shall be collected from
t hose persons who are taxable by the state under chapters 82.08 and
82. 12 RCWupon the occurrence of any taxable event within the county.
The rate of tax shall not exceed .00034 percent of the selling price in
the case of a sales tax or value of the article used in the case of a
use t ax.

(2) The tax inposed under subsection (1) of this section shall be
credited against the tax otherwise required to be collected or paid
over to the departnent of revenue under chapter 82.08 or 82.12 RCW
The departnent of revenue shall performthe collection of such taxes on
behal f of the county at no cost to the county.

(3) Moneys collected under this section shall only be used to
finance affordable housing for very | owinconme househol ds.

(4) No tax may be collected under this section until:

(a) The legislative authority of the county decl ares the existence
of an enmergency with respect to the availability of housing that is
affordable to very | owincone households in the county; and

(b) The legislative authority of the county adopts an affordable
housing financing plan to serve as the plan for expenditure of funds
rai sed under this section and the legislative authority of the county
determ nes that the affordable housing financing plan is consistent
with either the | ocally adopted or state-adopted conprehensive housing
affordability strategy, required under the Cranston-Gonzal ez nati onal
af f ordabl e housing act (42 U. S.C. Sec. 12701 et seq.), as anended.

(5) "Very lowincone househol d' neans a single person, famly, or
unrel ated persons living together whose inconme is at or below fifty
percent of the median inconme, as determned by the United States
departnment of housing and urban devel opnent, wth adjustnents for
househol d size, for the county where the taxing district is |ocated.

~-- END ---
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