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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 1259

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Commttee on Natural Resources (originally sponsored by
Representati ves Sunp, Sheldon, McMrris, Doumt, Dyer, Butler, Buck
Regal a, B. Thomas, Thonpson, Chandler, Linville, Sullivan, O Brien
Lant z and Johnson)

Read first tine 02/ 21/ 97.

AN ACT Relating to habitat conservation plans; anending RCW
76. 09. 340; and decl aring an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW76.09.340 and 1996 ¢ 136 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Forest practices consistent with a habitat conservation plan
approved prior to March 25, 1996, by the secretary of the interior or
comerce under 16 U. S.C. Sec. 1531 et seq., and the endangered species
act of 1973 as anended, are exenpt fromrules and policies under this
chapter, provided the proposed forest practices indicated in the
application are in conpliance with the plan, and provided this
exenption applies only to rules and policies adopted primarily for the
protection of one or nore species, including unlisted species, covered
by the plan. Such forest practices are deened not to have the
potential for a substantial inpact on the environnment but nmay be found
to have the potential for a substantial inpact on the environnent due
to ot her reasons under RCW 76. 09. 050.

(2) Forest practices consistent with a habitat conservation plan
approved by the secretary of the interior or conmerce under 16 U S. C
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Sec. 1531 et seq., and the endangered species act of 1973 as anended,
are exenpt fromrules and policies under this chapter, provided the
proposed forest practices indicated in the application are in
conpliance with the plan, and provided this exenption applies only to
rules and policies adopted primarily for the protection of threatened
or endangered species covered by the plan. Such forest practices are
deened not to have the potential for a substantial inpact on the
environnent within the neaning of the state environnental policy act
for fish and wildlife species covered by the plan but may be found to

have the potential for a substantial inpact on the environnent within

t he neani ng of the state environnental policy act due to other factors.

(3) Nothing inthis sectionis intended tolimt the board s rule-
maki ng aut hority under this chapter.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 2. This act is necessary for the imedi ate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnent and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
i mredi atel y.

~-- END ---
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