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HOUSE BI LL 1246

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Boldt, K Schmdt, Radcliff, Cooke, Cairnes,
Robertson, Mulliken, O Brien, L. Thomas and McMorri s

Read first tinme 01/20/97. Referred to Commttee on Children & Fam |y
Ser vi ces.

AN ACT Relating to utilizing drivers’ licenses and identicards to
prevent welfare fraud; adding a new section to chapter 74.04 RCW and
creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTI O\ Sec. 1. The intent of this act is to prevent
dupl i cate assistance welfare fraud. Each year a significant amount of
nmoney is stolen fromthe departnent of social and health services by
wel fare recipients who establish thenselves with nultiple identities.
This act wll significantly reduce duplicate assistance welfare fraud
by requiring welfare recipients to prove their identity by presenting
an aut hentic Washi ngton state driver’s |icense or identicard. This act
anticipates that the departnment of licensing will soon be introducing
a new driver’s license and identicard that cannot be fraudulently
obt ai ned or counterfeited.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 74.04 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) No later than ninety days after the departnment of |icensing
starts requiring a one to many finger i mage search as a prerequisite to
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receiving a driver’s license or identicard, the departnent of social
and health services shall require all recipients of public assistance
to provide a valid Washington state driver’s license or identicard
before receiving assistance. For the purposes of this act, a valid
Washi ngton state driver’s license or identicard is defined as one that
IS not expired.

(2) The departnent of social and health services shall adopt rul es
aut hori zing assistance under RCW 74.04.660 as an exception to the
requi renents in subsection (1) of this section.

~-- END ---
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