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ENGROSSED HOUSE BI LL 1205

St ate of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Lanbert, Koster, MMrris, L. Thomas, Pennington
Sunp, Carrell, Johnson, Sheahan, Cooke, Schoesler, M el ke, MDonal d,
Zel | i nsky and Thonpson

Read first tinme 01/17/97. Referred to Commttee on Law & Justi ce.

AN ACT Relating to sex offenses against children; adding new
sections to chapter 9A 44 RCW and prescribing penalties.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 9A. 44 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Apersonis guilty of rape of a child in the fourth degree when
t he person has sexual intercourse with another who is at | east sixteen
years old but less than eighteen years old and not married to the
perpetrator and the perpetrator is at |east five years older than the
victim

(2) Rape of a child in the fourth degree is a gross m sdeneanor.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 9A 44 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) A person is guilty of child nolestation in the fourth degree
when t he person has, or know ngly causes anot her person under the age
of eighteen to have, sexual contact with another who is at |[east
si xteen years old but |ess than eighteen years old and not married to
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the perpetrator and the perpetrator is at |east five years ol der than
the victim
(2) Child nolestation in the fourth degree is a gross m sdeneanor.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 9A 44 RCW
to read as foll ows:

In a prosecution under section 1 or 2 of this act, it is an
affirmati ve defense that the defendant nust prove by a preponderance of
the evidence, that the defendant did not know that the mnor was
si xteen or seventeen years of age.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 4. If any provision of this act or its
application to any person or circunstance is held invalid, the
remai nder of the act or the application of the provision to other
persons or circunstances is not affected.

~-- END ---
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