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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 1156

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Commttee on Crimnal Justice & Corrections (originally
sponsored by Representatives Dunn, Boldt, Delvin, D. Sonmers, Carrel
and O Brien)

Read first tine 02/07/97.

AN ACT Relating to armng community corrections officers; adding
new sections to chapter 43.101 RCW and decl aring an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEWSECTION. Sec. 1. (1) Comunity corrections officers and their
i mredi at e supervi sors who have conpl eted t he requi renents i n subsecti on
(2) of this section are authorized, but not required, to carry firearns
during the course of their official duties. The departnent of
corrections may not prohibit community corrections officers and their
i medi ate supervisors, who have conpleted the requirenents in
subsection (2) of this section, from carrying firearns during the
course of their official duties. As used in sections 1 through 4 of
this act, the term "community corrections officers" has the sane
definition as the termin RCW9.94A 030(3).

(2) Before community corrections officers and i medi at e supervi sors
may carry firearns, they shall conplete firearns training that conplies
with the standards and requirenents established by the conmm ssion.
Upon conpletion of the firearms training, comunity corrections
of ficers and their i mmedi ate supervi sors may conmence carrying firearns
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as soon as practical, but no later than thirty days after conpletion of
the firearns training.

(3) The departnent of corrections shall arrange for and fund the
firearns training, and shall purchase firearnms, materials, and
equi pnent necessary for the firearns training. The departnent shall
al so pay for the firearns and equi pnent that the community corrections
officers and their imedi ate supervisors are authorized to carry.

(4) The requirement in subsection (2) of this section does not
apply to community corrections officers and their i mredi ate supervi sors
who are authorized to carry firearnms by the departnent of corrections
as of January 1, 1997.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 2. (1) The comm ssion shall establish the
standards and requirenents for firearns training required in section
1(2) of this act. The comm ssion shall convene an advisory board to
make reconmendations for the training standards and requirenents.

(2) The advisory board shall determne the types of firearns and
ammuni tion that community corrections officers and their immed ate
supervi sors are authorized to carry.

(3) The advisory board includes four nenbers, consisting of two
firearms instructors designated by the comm ssion, and two conmunity
corrections officers designated by their exclusive bargaining unit.
The comm ssion shall convene the advisory board no later than thirty
days after the effective date of this act.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 3. (1) All community corrections officers shall
conplete forty hours of defensive tactics training. This requirenent
applies regardl ess of whether or not a conmunity corrections officer
chooses to carry a firearm

(2) The departnent of corrections shall arrange with the comm ssion
for defensive tactics training that is approved by the conm ssion’s
defensive tactics training instructors. The departnment shall pay for
the defensive tactics training required by this section and any updat ed
defensive tactics training required by subsection (3) of this section.

(3) The departnent of corrections shall require conmunity
corrections officers who have conpleted the forty-hour defensive
tactics training to obtain updated training periodically. Any course
provi di ng updated defensive tactics training nust not exceed eight
hour s.
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NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 4. The departnent of corrections nmay adopt
rules that are reasonable and necessary to effectively inplenent
sections 1 through 4 of this act, but not before the comm ssion has
determ ned standards and requirenments pursuant to section 2 of this
act .

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 5. This act is necessary for the imedi ate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnment and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
i mredi atel y.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. Sections 1 through 4 of this act are each
added to chapter 43.101 RCW

~-- END ---
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