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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 1022

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Commttee on Natural Resources (originally sponsored by
Represent ati ves Buck, Johnson, Mtchell, MMorris, Talcott, Hckel,
Chandl er, Mastin, Lanbert, Sheldon, Schoesler, Hatfield, Kessler,
Mul | i ken, Honeyford, Thonpson, Koster, DeBolt, D. Sommers, Carrell,
L. Thomas, Dunn, Mel ke, Cenents, OBrien and Doumt)

Read first tinme 01/21/97

AN ACT Relating to the departnent of natural resources; adding a
new section to chapter 43.30 RCW creating new sections; and declaring
an emnergency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 1. It is the intent of this legislation to
establish necessary oversight by the legislature and the governor
regarding |long-range commtnents nade by the departnent of natura
resources in its managenent of state trust |lands, particularly
commtnments made with the federal governnent pursuant to the federa
endangered species act. It is inportant to reserve the legislature’s
authority as ultimate trustee to set overall policy for the managenent
of the lands of the state and to maintain a watchful eye on the
deci sions of the departnent affecting our trust |ands.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 43.30 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The departnent of natural resources is prohibited from entering
into any agreenent and from maki ng any comm tnent intended to induce
the issuance of a permt from the federal governnment which
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individually or together with any other agreement or conmmtnent,
af fects nore than ten thousand acres of public and/or state forest | and
for five or nore years unless the departnent has obtained express
| egi sl ati ve and gubernatorial approval of the terns of such agreenent
or conm tnent. Agreenments and commitnents to which this section
applies include but are not |imted to conservation plans and
incidental take permts under 16 U S.C. Sec. 1539, and all other
agreenents, managenent plans, and "no-take" or simlar letters relating
to the federal endangered species act. Approval nust be in the formof
duly enacted legislation. Prior to seeking approval, the departnent
shal | provide the | egislature and governor with copies of all proposed
pl ans, agreenents, and conm tnents, together with a conpl ete anal ysis
denonstrating that the proposed agreenent or conmtnent is in the best
interests of the trust beneficiaries.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 3. If, at the tine this legislation is enacted,
t he departnent of natural resources has entered into an i npl ementation
agreenent for a habitat conservation plan or any other simlar
agreenent or comm tnent under the federal endangered species act, the
departnent shall imrediately exercise the provision in the habitat
conservation plan inplenentation agreenent or other simlar agreenent
termnating the agreenent and the plan. The departnment shall notify
the legislature inmmediately that it has taken this required action.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 4. This act is necessary for the imedi ate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnment and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
i mredi atel y.

~-- END ---
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