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HOUSE BI LL 1021

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Bol dt, Koster, Lanbert, Schoesler, Sterk, Milliken,
Sherstad, Carrell, L. Thomas, Cooke, Bush, Smth, Dunn, M elke,
Cairnes, O Brien and Backl und

Read first tinme 01/13/97. Referred to Commttee on Children & Fam |y
Ser vi ces.

AN ACT Relating to suspension of public assistance paynents;
amendi ng RCW 74. 08. 290; and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that those individuals
who abuse and defraud the welfare system not only steal scarce
resources, but al so perpetuate nyths about peopl e on public assistance.
The taxpayers of this state have limted resources with which to help
those in need and it is inperative that the legislature use its
authority to ensure that those resources are assisting the truly needy.

People who are caught abusing public trust by defrauding the
wel fare system should be punished and not allowed to receive public
assi st ance.

Sec. 2. RCW74.08.290 and 1995 ¢ 379 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The departnment is hereby authorized to suspend ((tenpoerariiy))
the public assistance granted to any person ((fer—any—period—during
whi-eh—sueh—persen—+s—noet—+nneedthereof)).
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(2) If a recipient is convicted of any crine or offense, and
puni shed by i nprisonnent, no paynent shall be made during the period of
i npri sonnent .

(3)(a) If an applicant for or recipient of public assistance

intentionally provides a false or msleading statenent or conmts an
act, which statenent or act is designed to m Ssrepresent, conceal, or
withhold facts for the purpose of establishing or nmaintaining
eligibility for public assistance or for the purpose of increasing, or
preventing a reduction in, the ampunt of a grant, the applicant or
recipient is in violation of this subsection (3)(a) and is subject to
the penalties provided in (b) of this subsection.

(b) An individual who is found to have conmtted a violation of (a)
of this subsection by a state admnistrative |law judge or by a state
court or federal court is ineligible for continued public assistance
for the foll ow ng periods:

(i) Six nonths for the first violation;

(ii) Twelve nonths for the second violation; and

(iii) Permanently for the third violation.

For the purpose of applying these penalties, nunerous violations on
a single application, or in a single statenent, nmade by an i ndividual
count as one violation.

--- END ---
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