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HOUSE BI LL 1018

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Honeyford, MNMrris, Mstin, Thonpson, DeBolt,
Boldt, Melke and C enents

Read first time 01/13/97. Referred to Comm ttee on Natural Resources.

AN ACT Relating to the availability of information regarding
reforestation obligations; anmending RCW 76.09.070; and adding a new
section to chapter 76.09 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW76.09.070 and 1987 ¢ 95 s 10 are each anended to read
as follows:

After the conpletion of a logging operation, satisfactory
reforestation as defined by the rul es ((and+regulations—prongated))
adopt ed by the board shall be conpleted within three years: PROVI DED,
That: (1) A longer period nmay be authorized if seed or seedlings are
not available; (2) a period of up to five years may be all owed where a
natural regeneration plan is approved by the departnent; and (3) the
departnment may identify low productivity lands on which it may all ow
for a period of up to ten years for natural regeneration. Upon t he
conpletion of a reforestation operation a report on such operation
shall be filed with the departnent of natural resources. Wthin twelve
nmont hs of receipt of such a report the departnment shall inspect the
reforestation operation, and shall determne &either that the
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reforestation operation has been properly conpleted or that further
reforestation and inspection is necessary.

Satisfactory reforestation is the obligation of the owner of the
| and as defined by forest practices ((regulatioens)) rules, except the
owner of perpetual rights to cut tinber owned separately fromthe | and

is responsible for satisfactory reforestation. The reforestation
obligation shall becone the obligation of a new owner if the |and or
perpetual tinber rights are sold or otherwise transferred. The

departnent nust file with the appropriate county auditor information

regardi ng reforestation obligations. County auditors nust make this

information available in a mnner that allows a title search to

identify a reforestati on obligation. If the departnent fails to file

this information with the appropriate county auditor, the reforestation

obligation is void.

Prior to the sale or transfer of |and or perpetual tinber rights
subject to a reforestation obligation, the seller shall notify the
buyer of the existence and nature of the obligation and the buyer shal
sign a notice of reforestation obligation indicating the buyer’s

know edge t hereof. The notice shall be on a form prepared by the
departnment and shall be sent to the departnent by the seller at the
time of sale or transfer of the land or perpetual tinber rights. |If

the seller fails to notify the buyer about the reforestation
obligation, the seller shall pay double the buyer’s costs related to
reforestation, ((inretuding)) and all legal costs which include
reasonabl e attorneys’ fees((+)) incurred by the buyer in enforcing the
reforestation obligation against the seller. Failure by the seller to
send the required notice to the departnent at the tinme of sale shall be
prima facie evidence, in an action by the buyer against the seller for
costs related to reforestation, that the seller did not notify the
buyer of the reforestation obligation prior to sale.

The forest practices ((regulatioens)) rules may provide alternatives
to or limtations on the applicability of reforestation requirenents
with respect to forest |ands being converted in whole or in part to
anot her use which is conpatible with tinber grow ng. The forest
practices ((regulat+oens)) rules may identify either classifications
((andfoer)) or areas of forest land, or both, that have the |ikelihood
of future conversion to urban development within a ten-year period.
The reforestation requirenents may be nodified or elimnated on such
| ands( (+—PROV-DED—Fhat—sueh) ).  However, either the identification
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((andfer—sueh)) or the conversion, or both, to urban devel opnent nust
be consistent with any | ocal or regional |and use plans or ordi nances.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 76.09 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The departnent nust contact those persons who are obligated to
conplete satisfactory reforestation and nust notify those persons of
the policy changes in RCW 76.09.070. This notice nust also include a
rem nder to those persons of the requirenent that a seller of |and or
perpetual tinber rights subject to a reforestation obligation notify
t he buyer of the existence and nature of the obligation.

~-- END ---
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