
SENATE BILL REPORT

SB 6538
As of February 2, 1998

Title: An act relating to redefining the criteria for spirits, beer, and wine restaurant licenses.

Brief Description: Redefining the criteria for spirits, beer, and wine restaurant licenses.

Sponsors: Senators Schow and Heavey; by request of Liquor Control Board.

Brief History:
Committee Activity: Commerce & Labor: 2/3/98.

SENATE COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE & LABOR

Staff: Traci Ratzliff (786-7452)

Background: Under current law, only establishments such as restaurants or hotels or clubs
that prepare, cook and serve complete meals are permitted to sell spiritous liquor for on-
premise consumption. Minors under the age of 21 are permitted in the dining areas of these
establishments where spiritous liquor is served. Such establishments may also have cocktail
lounges or bars where liquor is served. These areas are off-limits to minors under the age
of 21.

The license fees for these establishments are based on the amount of dedicated dining area
and type of liquor service provided. These fees range from $1,200 to $2,000.

Summary of Bill: Establishments that serve complete meals or such foods as sandwiches,
hamburgers or salads are permitted to sell spiritous liquor. Establishments are not required
to prepare or cook such foods on the premises. Establishments (such as comedy or dance
clubs) are not required to contain any dedicated dining area. If an establishment does not
contain any dedicated dining area, persons under the age of 21 must be prohibited from
entering the establishment.

A new license fee is created for establishments with no dedicated dining area and where
persons under 21 years of age prohibited. The annual fee is $2,500.

Appropriation: None.

Fiscal Note: Requested on January 29, 1998.

Effective Date: Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.
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