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Synopsis as Enacted

Brief Description: Inspecting horticultural products.

Sponsors: Senators Morton and Rasmussen; by request of Department of Agriculture.

Senate Committee on Agriculture & Environment
House Committee on Agriculture & Ecology

Background: The fruit and vegetable inspection program of the Department of Agriculture
provides for orderly marketing of fresh fruits and vegetables by establishing uniform grades
and standards. State government requirements and the needs and businesses practices of the
program’s customers have changed over the last 35 years. The last revision was in 1963.
The program currently provides inspection services to more than 350 growers and/or
shippers, processors and handlers throughout the state of Washington. The department
provides onsite inspections which include sampling of commodities such as apples, pears,
cherries, potatoes, onions and asparagus to determine compliance with grade, quality, size,
labeling and sanitary requirements. The program ensures that all growers and shippers
selling fresh fruits and vegetables meet either state or federal standards.

Sanitary certificates issued by the department’s program are required by most foreign
countries for the importation of fresh fruits and vegetables from Washington State. The
program is headquartered in Olympia and has district offices in Yakima, Wenatchee and
Moses Lake, with 13 field offices located throughout the state. The program is self-
supported and has a fee for service program with an annual expenditure of approximately $9
million.

Summary: The state’s fruit and vegetable inspection program statutes are updated to
provide modern language. The program’s operating authority is altered to reflect current
practices. Redundant language is removed and similar provisions are consolidated.

The department is given authority to adopt rules for mandatory inspection of apricots, apples,
Italian prunes, peaches, sweet cherries, pears, potatoes and asparagus. The department is
given specific authority to enter into certificate of compliance agreements as provided in
department rules.

Outdated provisions requiring financial reports to counties are removed. The director’s
authority is clarified to adopt standards of any other state, as well as federal standards. The
late fee for penalties is increased to 1« percent of the base amount per month. Criminal
penalties are removed, and civil penalties are provided for up to $1,000 for each violation
of compliance agreements. A new chapter in Title 15 for ginseng certification is recodified.

Senate Bill Report -1- SB 6122



Votes on Final Passage:

Senate 48 0
House 97 0 (House amended)
Senate 48 0 (Senate concurred)

Effective: June 11, 1998
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