
SENATE BILL REPORT

2EHB 1027
As of February 16, 1998

Title: An act relating to restrictions on mailings and public service broadcasts by state officials.

Brief Description: Restricting mailings and public service broadcasts by state officials.

Sponsors: Representatives Schoesler, Chandler, Sheahan, Sterk, McMorris, Honeyford, Dyer,
Mielke and D. Schmidt.

Brief History:
Committee Activity: Government Operations: 2/19/98.

SENATE COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS

Staff: Genevieve Pisarski (786-7488)

Background: General restrictions exist prohibiting the use of public facilities to promote
a political campaign.

In addition, restrictions exist on mailings that a legislator may make to constituents using
public funds during a 12-month period around their election to an office. The 12-month
period begins on December 1 of the year before the legislator is elected to an office and
continues through November 30 immediately after the election. These restrictions apply to
both regular mail and electronic mail.

During this period, legislators are authorized to use public funds to mail two identical
newsletters to constituents, one no later than 30 days after the start of a regular legislative
session and another no later than 60 days after the end of a regular session.

In addition, a legislator may use public funds to mail an individual letter to an individual
constituent who has contacted the legislator regarding the subject of the letter during the
legislator’s current term of office, or who holds a governmental office with jurisdiction over
the subject matter of the letter, or who has received an award or honor of extraordinary
distinction.

No express restrictions exist on mailings that may be made by other state-elected officials.
No express authority exists for other state-elected officials to mail identical newsletters to
constituents.

Summary of Bill: State officials, other than legislators, are prohibited from using public
funds to mail letters to constituents during the 12-month period around their election to an
office that are identical with restrictions on legislators using public funds to mail letters to
constituents.
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These state officials may use public funds to mail two newsletters to constituents, and certain
individual letters to constituents, during this period that are identical with the authority
granted to legislators. One newsletter must be mailed no later than March 30 and the other
newsletter must be mailed no later than June 30.

The mailing restrictions do not apply to brochures mailed as a part of the regular duties of
the state office that only refer to the office and do not include the name of the state official.
The mailing restrictions do not apply to correspondence on state office letterhead mailed by
employees of the state office that are part of the regular duties of the state office.

These state officials are prohibited from using public funds to make public service broadcasts
during this 12-month period, except for those public service broadcasts that are part of the
regular duties of the state office that only mention or visually display the state office and do
not mention or visually display the name of the state official.

A violation of these restrictions constitutes a violation of the ethics in public service law.

A state official is defined for purposes of these provisions as the Governor, Lieutenant
Governor, Secretary of State, Attorney General, Commissioner of Public Lands, Insurance
Commissioner, Superintendent of Public Instruction, State Auditor, and State Treasurer.

Appropriation: None.

Fiscal Note: Not requested.

Effective Date: Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.
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