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BACKGROUND:
The S.S.Portland dockedinSeattle on themorningofJulyl7,1897, transporting
more thanone tonofgoldfrom theKlondike thaushereda flurry ofeconomic
activity inthePugetSound areaas tensofthousands ofgoldhungrycheechakos
flooded through Seattle and Tacoma on their way tothefabled goldfields ofthe
Klondike and otheareasofYukon Territory, Canada.

The primary routdotheYukon was by steamerfrom PugetSound to Skagway or
Dyea,Alaska, and by landovereither  theGoldenStairs ofChilkoot PassorWhite
PasstoLakeLindemanorLake Bennett, where boatsand rafts  were constructed
by thegoldseekers awaiting thel898 spring thaw when theycouldfloat

northward down theYukon River, through MilegCanyon,RinkRapids, and Five
Fingers Rapidson their way tothefabled goldfields. After the1898 spring thaw
a secondmajorrouteopen totheYukon by steamerfrom PugetSound tothe

mouth oftheYukon River  on theBering Straits and upstreamtothefabled gold
fields.

The flurry ofeconomicactivity inoutfitting and transporting goldhungry
cheechakogotheYukon transformed Seattle froma sleepy frontier town on Puget
Sound totherobust gatewaytotheKlondike  and endedthegreat 1890’s
depression. Thistransforming eventwas celebrated by Alaska-Yukon-Pacific
Exhibition in1909 on thenewly openedcampus oftheUniversity ofWashington
atits present site nortlofPortage  Bay,after moving fromwhat has become

known astheUniversity Tractndowntown Seattle.

On Julyl9, 1997, theSpirit of'98will  reenact thearrival oftheS.S.Portland 100
yearsand two daysafter  theoriginal landing. Planning foithis eventbegantwo
yearsago by theboardofdirectors oftheKlondike Centennial Committeeof
Washington, theKlondike Centennial CommitteeofAlaska, theWashingtonState
Office oftheSecretary ofState, theSeattle Chamber ofCommerce, and private
businesses.
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SUMMARY:

The Senateand House ofRepresentatives,  oftheStateofWashington, resolve
that The Rush isOn— and proclaim the Klondike GoldRush Centennial Year-to
commence inJulyof1997.



