HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Olympia, Washington

Bill Analysis Bill  No.SB 6698
Revising Timelines foitheSalary Commission Hrg.Date: 2/25/98
Brief Title
Senator McCaslin Staff:  John Carmichael
Sponsor Comm. on GovtAdmin.

Phone:786-7093

BACKGROUND:
The Citizens’ Commissionon Salaries forElected Officials establishes salaries for
legislators, elected officials inthe executive  branchsupreme courustices, and
judgesof the courtof appealsand superior courts.The commissionfiles a new
scheduleof salaries  inodd-numberedyears. The salary scheduldbecomes law

without action by theLegislature orGovernor.

The commissionmust holdatleast fourpublic  hearings befordiling a new salary
schedule. The commission’s practice hasbeentoholdhearings  before proposing a
new salary schedule.In1997, thigpractice was challenged inThurstonCounty

Superior Court. The commissionwas ordered toproposea salary  schedule before
conducting thefourequired public hearings.

SUMMARY:

The Citizens’ Commission on Salaries forElected Officials must first developa
proposedsalary schedule and thenholdatleast foupublic hearings on theproposed
schedule. Atthelast public hearing, thecommissiormust adoptthesalary schedule
thawill  be filed.

FISCAL NOTE: Notrequested.

EFFECTIVEDATE: Ninety daysafter adjournment ofsession inwhichbill ispassed.



