HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Olympia, Washington

Bill Analysis Bill  No.SSB 6489

No primary/dist. courposition/two candidates filed Hrg Date: 2/18/98
Brief Title

SenatorsMcCaslin/Long Staff Contact: S.Lundin
Sponsor Comm. on GovtAdmin.
Phone:786-7127

BACKGROUND:
The useofprimaries intheprocess ofelecting persons tononpartisan offices varies.

A primary isalwaysheldas part oftheprocess toelect persons toall judicial offices,

evenwhen onlyone persorfiles a declaration ofcandidacy fotheoffice. However,
ibnlyone persorfiles a declaration ofcandidacy fortheoffice  ofa superior court
judgana countywitha population 0f100,000 ormore,no primary orelection idheld

and a certificate ofelection isissued tothaperson.

A primary isheldaspart  oftheprocess toelect persons toall other local government
nonpartisan offices, onlyf three ormore persons file declarations ofcandidacy for the
office. However,a primary isneverheldas parbftheprocess toelect personsas
cemeterydistrict commissioners or parkand recreation  district commissioners, no
mattehow many persondile  declarations ofcandidacy fortheoffice.

SUMMARY:

The process toelect personsasdistrict courjudgessaltered.

The new process toelect persons asdistrict court judges conformswiththestandard
processof electing  personsto non-judicial  local governmentnonpartisan  offices,
wherea primary iheldnlyif three ormore persons file declarations ofcandidacy for
theposition.

FISCAL NOTE: Notrequested.

EFFECTIVEDATE: Ninety daysafter adjournment ofsession inwhichbill ispassed.



