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BACKGROUND:BACKGROUND:BACKGROUND:

Votetallying systemsmust be tested and approvedbefore beingusedina primary or
election.

1. Acceptancetests. When a countyagreesto purchaseor leasea voting
system,a condition oftheagreementisthat thevoting systempassa test
toshow thatthesystemisidentical toone approvedby theSecretary of
State.The Secretary ofStateprescribes thetest.

2. Testsbefore primaries orelections .At least three daysbefore each state
primary orgeneral election, theSecretary ofStatetests eachvotetallying
system.The test isconductedusinga setofpre-audited ballots, including
some mis-markedballots. The system must producean error-free total
before itcan be usedfortheprimary orelection. The Secretary ofState,
countyauditor, and any political party observers certify this test.

3. Proceduremanuals . The Secretary of Statemust publish procedure
manualsfor approved voting systems.Themanualsmustcontain applicable
rules andstatutes regarding printing ballots, preparing andtesting thevoting
system,and theduties of precinct election officers and counting center
personnel.

Summary:Summary:Summary:

Requirements fortesting votetallying systemsarealtered:

1. Acceptancetests .The Secretary of Stateisno longer responsible for
prescribing thetest thatvoting systemsmust pass.

2. Testsbefore primaries orelections .The description ofpre-audited ballots
usedtotest voting systemsisremoved.The Secretary ofState shall make
rules forconducting thesetests. The Secretary ofStateshall provide for
thetesting ofvoting systemsbeforeprimaries orelections, butdoes not
necessarily certify thesetests.
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3. Procedure manuals .The requirement fortheSecretary ofStatetopublish
procedure manualsforvoting systemsisremoved,but theSecretary of
Statemay publish manuals. The description of material thatmust be
included inthesemanualsisremoved.The Secretary ofStatemay restrict
ordefine theuse ofapprovedvoting systems.

FISCAL NOTE: Not requested.FISCAL NOTE:FISCAL NOTE:

EFFECTIVEDATE: Ninety daysafter adjournment ofsession inwhichbill ispassed.EFFECTIVEDATE:EFFECTIVEDATE:


