HOUSE BILL ANALYSIS
SB 6155

Title: An act relating to the supervision of municipal court probation services.
Brief Description: Revising supervision of municipal court probation services.

Sponsors: Senators Roach and Fairley.

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON LAW & JUSTICE
Staff: Edie Adams (786-7180).

Background: Probation services are provided by courts for criminal offenders who
are placed in the community. Statutes governing municipal courts in cities with a
population of over 400,000 (Seattle) provide that the judges of the municipal court
shall appoint a director of probation services to supervise the probation officers of the
municipal court. The director of probation services performs this duty under the
direction and supervision of the presiding judge of the municipal court.

The presiding judge is responsible for administration of the court and assignment of
calendars to all departments of the court. The presiding judge is elected by a
majority vote of the municipal court judges for a term of one year.

The court administrator of the municipal court acts under the supervision and control
of the presiding judge and is responsible for the supervision of the functions of the
chief clerk of the court and the director of the city’s traffic violations bureau. In
addition, the court administrator is responsible for performing other duties assigned to
him or her by the presiding judge. The court administrator is appointed by the judges
of the municipal court, subject to confirmation by the majority vote of the legislative
body of the city, and serves until removed by the judges upon confirmation of the
legislative body.

Summary of Bill: The court administrator, rather than the presiding judge, is
responsible for the direction and supervision of the director of probation services of
the Seattle Municipal Court.

Fiscal Note: Not requested.

Effective Date: Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.
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