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Phone:786-7127

BACKGROUND:BACKGROUND:BACKGROUND:

Countiesand cities are authorized to impose a wide range of excisetaxeson
hotel/motel room rental charges.

Everycountyand citymay impose a basicexcisetaxon hotel/motel room rental
charges ofup to2 percent, that iscredited against thestate’s sales tax, withreceipts
earmarked fora variety ofuses, including theconstruction and maintenance ofstadia
and performing arts facilities and topromotetourism.

Inaddition, individual cities and counties havebeenauthorized toimposea variety of
otherspecial excisetaxeson hotel/motel room rental charges, withtheproceeds
earmarkedfora variety of different purposes.Unlike thebasiclocal government
excisetax on hotel/motel room rental charges, thesespecial excisetaxesare in
addition tothesales and usetaxes, and any other hotel/motel tax, thatareimposed
on hotel/motel room rental charges.

Any city witha population of at least 30,000,thatislocated ina countywitha
population ofatleast 100,000 butless than145,000,may imposea special excise
taxon hotel/motel room rental chargesofnottoexceed2 percent. Proceedsfrom
this taxmay onlybe used to finance theconstruction and operation ofconvention
center facilities. At present onlyRichland and Kennewickmeet this description.

SUMMARY:SUMMARY:SUMMARY:

Receipts from thespecial excise taxon hotel/motel room rental chargesthata city
witha population ofatleast 30,000,thatislocated ina countywitha population of
at least 100,000 but lessthan145,000,may imposeareexpandedto include the
construction and operation ofperforming and cultural arts facilities.

FISCAL NOTE: Not requested.FISCAL NOTE:FISCAL NOTE:

EFFECTIVEDATE: Ninety daysafter adjournment ofsession inwhichbill ispassed.EFFECTIVEDATE:EFFECTIVEDATE:


