HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Olympia, Washington

Bill Analysis Bill  No.SSB 5803
Electronic distribution ofrules notices Public  Hrg:3/26/97
Brief Title
Comm. Govt Op. (Sens. Finkbeiner/McCaslin) Staff Contact: Bill Lynch
Sponsor (RegDept.ofRevenue) Comm. on GovtAdmin.
Phone:786-7092
BACKGROUND:

The Administrative Procedures Act permits agencies toallonmembers ofthe

public tocomment on proposedules by faxitheagencyhasthenecessary

receiving equipment.Thereisno authority foragencies totransmit agencynotices
by either faxorelectronic mail.

Agenciesarerequired  tomaintain aroster ofinterested personavho have
requested inwriting tobe notified ofall interpretive statements and policy
statements issued by theagency. The law does notauthorize agencies tomaintain
different rosters by general subject area.

SUMMARY:

Agenciesnay request personswho areentitled toreceive agencynotices whether
theywould like toreceive thenotices electronically. Electronic distribution is

defined aseither by electronic maibrfax. I personrequests toreceive an
agencynotice electronically, theelectronic distribution ofthenotice may substitute
fora mailedcopy ofthenotice. Agency notices towhichelectronic  distribution

applies areinterpretive and policy statements, statements ofinquiry, and notices of
proposedule-making.  Agenciesmay establish different rosters by general subject
areaofpersoninterested inreceiving notice ofinterpretive statements and policy
statements.

FISCAL NOTE: Not Requested.

EFFECTIVEDATE: Ninetydaysafter adjournment ofsession inwhichbill is
passed.



