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Decreasing fire protection dist commissioners Public Hrg:3/26/97
Brief Title

Comm. Govt Op. (Sens. Horn/Haugen/Wood) Staff Contact: S.Lundin
Sponsor Comm. on Govt.Admin.

Phone:786-7127
BACKGROUND:BACKGROUND:BACKGROUND:

Everyfire protection district ismanaged by a three orfive member boardofelected
commissioners. The boardofcommissioners manages and conductsthebusiness
affairs ofthedistrict, including executing contracts and adopting rules togovern
thedistrict. Fire commissioners may be elected by commissioner district orat-
large.

Everyfire protection district maintaining a fire department thatconsists whollyof
full-time, fully-paid personnel must be managed by a boardoffive fire
commissioners.

Allother fire protection district boardsmust be made up ofthree commissioners
initially, butmay expandtofive commissioners undercertain circumstances.

SUMMARY

Most fire protection district boardsmade up offive commissioners may be
decreased tothree commissioners iftheelectorate ofthedistrict approves sucha
decrease ina special election. A special election must be called iftheboardof
commissioners passesa resolution calling forthedecrease, oriftheboardis
presented witha petition signed by 10 percent oftheregistered voters residing in
thedistrict calling fora decrease.

Ifthefire protection district boardthatwould be decreased by theelection has
commissioner districts, theboardmust passa resolution toeither redistrict tothree
districts, ortoeliminate commissioner districts, prior tothespecial election.

Boardsofcommissioners offire protection districts maintaining a fire department
thatconsists whollyoffull-time, fully-paid personnel arenotsubject tothis
procedure and may notbe decreased tothree commissioners.

FISCAL NOTE: Not Requested.FISCAL NOTE:FISCAL NOTE:

EFFECTIVEDATE: Ninetydaysafter adjournment ofsession inwhich bill isEFFECTIVEDATE:EFFECTIVEDATE:
passed.


