HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Olympia, Washington

Bill Analysis Bill  No.SB 5521
Authorizing a countyresearch service Public  Hrg:4/2/97
Brief Title
Comm. Ways & Means (SenHaugen) Staff Contact: S.Lundin
Sponsor Comm. on GovtAdmin.
Phone:786-7127
BACKGROUND:

The Municipal ResearchCouncil isa state agencythatontracts tohave municipal
research and services provided forcities andtowns. The council iscomposed of18
members: (1Fourappointed by theSpeakemftheHouse withequatepresentation
fromeachofthetwo majorpolitical parties; (2four appointed bythePresident ofthe
Senatewithequal representation fromeachofthetwo majompolitical parties; (3pne
independent personappointed by theGovernor; and (4ninecity  and town officials
appointed by theboardofdirectors oftheAssociation  of WashingtonCities. The
activities andservices oftheMunicipal Research Council arecarried onincooperation
withtheAssociation  of WashingtonCities.

Foryears theMunicipal Research Council hascontracted withtheMunicipal Research
and Services CenteofWashington, aprivate nonprofit corporation, toprovide these
services forcities and towns.

Money appropriated by the Legislature to fund the Municipal ResearchCouncil is
diverted from statemotor vehicle excisetax receipts thatotherwise  would be
distributed tocities andtowns on a percapita  basis.

The state imposesexcise taxeson liquor, aportion ofwhichideposited intheliquor

excise taxfund.Twenty percent oftheliquor excise taxreceipts that areplaced into
this fundaredistributed tothecounties ofthestate.

SUMMARY:

The responsibilities of the Municipal = ResearchCouncire expanded to include
contracting forcountyresearch  and services.

Cont.
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Membershipon theMunicipal ResearciCouncil isaltered. The number ofmembers
on the Municipal ResearchCouncilsincreased from 18 to 19, by reducing the
number of legislators by four, two fromeachhouseand addindive countyofficials
who areappointed bytheGovernor. The Governor appoints thecountyofficials,  two
from nomineessubmitted by the boardof the WashingtonAssociation of County
Officials and three fromnomineessubmitted by theboardoftheWashingtonState
Association ofCounties. The Governomappoints theninecity  ortown officials from
atleast ninenomineessubmitted by theboardof directors of the Association  of
WashingtonCities  Council, rather thantheboardofdirectors oftheAssociation  of
WashingtonCities makingtheappointments itself. Members who areappointed as
legislators orlocal officials lose their council positions if theyno longer arelegislators
orlocal officials.

A request follegal services by a countyofficial  shall be senttotheoffice ofcounty
prosecuting attorney. A Municipal Research Council’'s response toarequest fotegal
services shall be providedo the requesting county official  and to the county
prosecuting attorney.

The activities oftheMunicipal ResearchCouncil must be carried on incooperation
withtheWashingtorStateAssociation ofCounties, inaddition totheAssociation of
WashingtonCities.

Services provided tocities and towns by theMunicipal  ResearchCouncil shall be in
proportion to the moneys appropriated forcityand town research and services.
Services provided tocounties bytheMunicipal Research Council shall beirnproportion
tothemoneys appropriated tocountyresearch  and services.

The countyresearch services accounicreated  inthestate treasury. Onlyso much
money as isappropriated forthe purposesfcountyresearch istransferred tothe
new account.Moneys inthecountyresearch services accountmay be spentonly
after appropriation and onlytofinance  thecostsofcountyresearch.

Each quarter and prior tomakingdistributions  ofthestate liquor excise taxreceipts
tocounties, thestatdreasurer  transfers enough liquor excisdaxreceipts  tothe
countyresearch services accounthat, when combinedwithany cashbalance inthe
account, aresufficient tofundallotments fromanylegislative appropriation fromthe
countyresearch services account.

FISCAL NOTE: Notrequested.

EFFECTIVE DATE: The bill includes an emergency clauseand takes effect
immediately.



