HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Olympia, Washington

Bill Analysis Bill  No.SB 5272
(SeeHB 1241)

Political activities/citizen member/legislative ethics brd Public Hrg:3/28/97
Brief Title

Senators Long/Spanel/Horn Staff Contact: Bill Lynch
Sponsor (Leg. Ethics BrdReq.) Comm. on GovtAdmin.
Phone:786-7092

BACKGROUND:

The Legislative Ethics Boardwas created in1994 and consists offive citizen
members,two senators, andtwo representatives. The boardissues advisory
opinions and hearscomplaints  withrespect tolegislators and legislative employees
and ethics inpublic service.

The citizen members oftheLegislative  Ethics Boardareprohibited fromholding or
campaigning fompartisan elective office orfull-time nonpartisan office; serving as
an officer ofa political party ora political committee; allowing hisorhername to
be used,ormakingcontributions, insupport oforinopposition  toany state
candidate orballot measureprlobbying thelLegislature excepthat member may
appearbefore a legislative committeeon matters pertaining totheboard.Citizen
members oftheboardmay serveas a precinct committeeperson.

Thereisno prohibition  against a citizen member ofthelLegislative Ethics Board
frommakingcontributions  orallowing hisorhername tobe usedinconnection
withstate legislative races.Thereisalsano prohibition against a citizen member
oftheboardfrom campaigning fora seatinthestate Legislature, within two years
ofserving on theboard, against anincumbenwho was a respondent ina
complaint before theboard.
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SUMMARY:

Citizen members ofthelLegislative Ethics Boardareprohibited from: holding or
campaigning fompartisan elective office orany full-time nonpartisan office; serving
as an officer ofa political party orpolitical committee; allowing hisorhername to
be used ormakingcontributions  insupport oforopposition toany legislative
candidate, any legislative caucuscampaigncommitteethasupports oropposes
legislative candidates, orany political action committeethasupports oropposes
legislative candidates; orlobbying thelLegislature undercircumstances thatrenot
exempt fromlobbyist registration and reporting. Citizen members ofthelLegislative
Ethics Boardmay serveasa precinct committeeperson.

Inaddition, citizen members oftheLegislative  Ethics Boardmay notholdor
campaignfora seatinthestate Legislature within two yearsofserving  on the
boardifi citizen = member opposesan incumbenwho hasbeentherespondent ofa
complaint before theboard.

The prohibition against a citizen member ofthelLegislative Ethics Boardfrom
allowing hisorhername tobe used,ormake contributions, insupport oforin
opposition toany state candidate orstate ballot measureisremoved.

FISCAL NOTE: Notrequested.

EFFECTIVEDATE: Ninetydaysafter adjournment ofsession inwhichbill is
passed.



