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BACKGROUND:BACKGROUND:BACKGROUND:

A widevariety oflocal governments exist inWashingtonState, including 39 counties,
278 cities and towns,and about1,700 special purposedistricts.

A number of city incorporations and majorannexations of territory by cities have
occurred since 1989.

SUMMARY:SUMMARY:SUMMARY:

The Joint Select Committeeon Countyand CityFinances orOrganization iscreated
composed of sixmembers of theLegislature, threeof whom aremembers of the
Senate, two fromthelargest caucusand one fromthenextlargest caucus, appointed
by thePresident of theSenate,and threeof whom aremembers of theHouse of
Representatives, two fromthelargest caucusand one fromthenextlargest caucus,
appointed by theSpeakeroftheHouse ofRepresentatives.

The JointSelectCommittee studies county and cityfinances and organization,
especially relating totheincorporation ofnew cities, and reports its findings and any
proposedlegislation totheLegislature on orbefore December 31, 1999, when the
Joint Select Committeedissolves.
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